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not sought these arrangements. She was not a 
suitor to Congress for them. The Postmaster 
General had issued his proposals, and they had 
heen accepted by individuals in New York. This 
She desired no advantage over her sister 
cities. She sought none, She was the proposed 
wrminus of the line in the United States merely 
because her position made her so. 

In conclusion, he would only add, he hoped the 
appropriation for both lines would be made: for 
the Bremen line, for the reason that the arrange- 
ment had been made so far as it depended on the 
Post Office Department; for the Liverpool line, 
pecause he believed it would repay the expense of 
the proposed mail service, and it was, therefore, 
proper to consider its claims by itself and irrespec- 
tive of any other. 

Mr. MOREHEAD did not regard the Govern- 
ment as committed to this line of policy, which he 
considered as exceedingly dangerous. He did not 
eoneur with his friends from Connecticut {Mr. 
Hexrincton] or Rhode Island [Mr. Simmons] 
that the Government was committed to the con- 


was all. 


tract. Tle was opposed to the scheme on the | 


vround of the expense. Would a steamer once a 
mouth do any great good ? 
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contended that this nation should be involved in a 
debt of nine hundred millions sterling, because the 
national debt of Great Britain amounted to that 
sum, as propose to establish steam lines because 
Great Britain had done so. We had heard of many 
wild projects—this was one of the wildest. ‘The 
Government was committed to nothing in this mat- 
ter: and if it were, he would violate the oblization 
at all hazards, rather than embark in such an en- 
terprise. He had spoken on two or three occa- 
sions during the session, because he could not help 
it. He now spoke willingly, because he wished to 
express his entire disapprobation of this whole 
scheme. 

Mr. DAVIS thought that the views of the Sen- 
atorfrom Missouri justexpressed, were not as liber- 
al as those which were usually presented by him. 
He (Mr. D.) considered it an open question. It 
was not a fair view to represent this as a specula- 
tion for making money by conveying letters. ‘That 


was not the object of the policy. The object Was | 


to afford additional means of commercial inter- 
course. 


larity of the steam navigation of the Atlantic ? 
Daring the last four years, the arrivals of the 


Who did not acknowledge the great ad- | 
vantages now flowing from the speed and regu- | 


oem. ea 





was excused from further service on the Committee 


on the Territories, 


And Mr. Kavrman was announced as having 
been appointed in his place. 

The SPEAKER announced that the special or 
der of the day was the consideration of Territorial 
business. 

THE SECRET SERVICE FUND. 

Mr. VINTON, from the select committee here 
tofore aAppormnte d under the followine re solution, to 
Wit: 

Resolved, That another select committee of five 
members be appointed to inquire into the truth of 
the charees this day made in this House by Mr. 
Charles J. Ingersoll against Mr. Daniel Webster, 
with a view to foundine an impeachment against 
said Daniel Webster: and that said committee have 
power to send for persons, papers, books, and 
vouchers— 

Rose, and asked leave to make a report. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed to enable him to make the report. 

The SPEAKER said it was not competent for 
the gentleman to make sucha motion, beeause the 


: ; € 
Mr. SIMMONS corrected the Senator. There steamers at the port of Boston, in the month of ee was already acting under 2 ee of & 
was to be a steamer semi-monthly to each place— | May, had not varied twelve hours. Great Britain ' __ ben the consideration of the special order. a. 
a steamer once a week to Europe. eocnived more than the bonus of ninety thousand | Mr. DROMGOOLE. Lhe report can he made EN 
Mr. MOREHEAD had assumed the fact; he pounds annually, which she paid to the steam lines. by ree ul . eet g 
was not as familiar with the details of the measure Here a motion was made to adjourn, as it was | Mr. V [IN TON asked it. 3 
as the Senator from Rhode Island. But he insisted | now late in the afternoon. 1 \ Phe SPEA K ER. Phe gentleman from Ohio ae 
that the experiment was dangerous, and they could | Mr. SPEIGHT called for the yeas and nays. . INTON] asks the Wwhanimous Com of the ia 
| not foresee the vast expense. |’ The call was seconded, and the question was about | ra to make a report from or og lect committee eae 
: | Mr. BENTON remarked that it was not at all | to be put; when Cries on al sides, “Agreed.” . ik SF 
. > anew thing to hear of splendid projects by which Mr. CRITTENDEN desired to offer a resolu- | Phe SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec af 
. » the Federal Government was to be aie rich. | tion, as he expected to be absent for a few days | a. 


When he came there, there was a project for fill- 
ing the coffers of the Government by boiling salt 
water. Then there was the scheme of raising live 
oak in Florida; and he recollected making a cal- 


culation at the time, that for every foot of live oak |! 
they put into their ships, they would pay outa | 


from the city, and he hoped that the Senator from | 


Mississippi would accommodate him. 
Mr. SPEIGHT. I am willing to do anything 


to accommodate the gentleman, if he is going to | 


leave the city. 


[A laugh. ] 


Some conversation took place on the point of 


Mr. VINTON presented the report. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, rose to request 
that the bill from the Senate, on the Speaker’s 
table, in relation to French spoliations, be taken up, 
and referred. 


The SPEAKER. The motion will not be in 


cubit foot of silver or gold—he did not recollect | order. order until the House has disposed of the subject 
| witch, nor did he care which—he would stick to |, Mr. BERRIEN hoped that the Senator from | "ter before it. 5 ae al iS 
the gold. Now they were to get rich by copper Kentucky would be allowed to offer his resolution. | Mr. by JUGLASS called for the special order. 
mines. When the morus multicanlis fever raged, | He had been patiently awaiting on his feet an op- | | Mr. VIN FON, ere te Hp the interrup- 
5 he expected every day to see a project announced || portunity to do so, since the motion to adjourn was | i I he re port concludes w uh “ie resolutions. 
s _ by which the Government would be enriched by | made. One is simply a resolution asking that the commit- 
|. the morus multicaulis scheme. But it died away.| Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yes, ever since. tee be discharged from the further consideration of 
e Now they were to get rich by carrying Santee. | Mr. BERRIEN earnestly hoped that such meek- the subject, and that the report be laid on the table 
8 Already they were bankrupt by carrying letters | ness would not be suffered to go without its re- | and printed. 5 etiniiatlinn that inant 
. at home; but the carrying of letters to Europe was || ward. _ There is = os : - er ae 
A toenrich them beyond all calculation. Certainly || ©Mr.CRITTENDEN then introduced the follow- | diate action, - Sa r oa me ee r- 
e it was one of the duties of the Federal Government | ing resolution; which was agreed to: stand that oe Mt 1 ill be ne oe _ the 
ir to carry letters at home; but it had been a money- ‘Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Affairs || TePo"t rage ve read. It is not long, and [ask 
al losing, and nota money-making business. The | be instructed to inquire into the expediency of such that ” DOUGL ASS said he felt c led call 
:, wise men who established the Government never | appropriations as may be necessary to carry into |, Mr. 5 © , d 7 SS PS Tae Seen oe oe 
ur entertained the moras multicaulis idea of making || effect a contract made on the part of the Govern- | ~ the SPEAKER. Tt 1 
to money by carrying letters. He wished it to be | ment with J. B. Ferriebault & Pelugee Ferriebault, |, Phe yw -y ee w ngs eman ea cane 
I remembered that on that day he gave it as his |, for the purchase of the island at the confluence of || 4° 8° hen a 7 = Oe — 
3. opinion that this project would turn out to be a | the rivers St. Peter’s and Mississippi. business areas the The a8 - Soe ee 
ht morus multicaulis ar galing | Mr. SEVIER then offered a joint resolution cor- | of the “special order. sre nd Bt rs Pree mene re 
at But they were thus to supply themselves with | recting a clerical error in a bill passed the other | (Mr. V as eee ae The yale “ar 
se ships of war! Well, in other days, men had come | day. papers. ae om pany? cre eee re = 
ur there with heads on their shoulders, and after some [A message was received from the House of | the committee 1s now ~— rn eee ae 
Id reflection, had set about the establishment of navy || Representatives, announcing that the said House | be disposed of m a - pata ees oe ; - 
us yards, with proper workmen, and all necessary ar- | do insist upon their amendment in the bill making eee can proceed to the transaction of other 
It rangements were made for procuring and preparing | alterations in the pay department of the army, and | eae JUGLASS. Then I move to lay the re- 
Ls the timber and other materials for constructing ships asking the appointment of a committee on the part | Mr. DC a le a en 4 mo ay tne re 
a of war. But now, all ofa sudden, that system was to || of the Senate to confer with a similar committee of || POT“ On — 1 JUSTON. Andt int 
u be superseded by a scheme of getting the ships built || the House. Mr. G. S. HOUSTO: roe ee 
rs. by a kind of partnershi eile alae 7 a ae ee Several voices: ‘* Let us know the contents first. 
of partnership. It reminded him very Also, announcing that said House had passed | waht 
he much of the memorable business transaction of | the (House) bill to authorize the President of the | Read, ae: , ade to the reading 
the Moses, in the Vicar of Wakefield. Blind, spavined, || United States to sell the reserved mineral ands in || Objec aor KER - “Th . 7 ‘dit ot \ . 
be and wind-broken, they were to buy the horse atan | the Statesof Illinois and Arkansas and ‘Territories | 1 he Si KAK EI es bi oe nye rh the sear 
to “appraisal; and they were to do ail this because, | of Wisconsin and Iowa, supposed to contain lead | called for, one = he ae 1p? or erie 
we forsooth, Great Britain had done so! Great Brit- ore. } 2 Shall the yee te i reat Nae T 
Ee “ aa ene To Halifax. For what And then, at a late hour, the Senate adjourned. sd a nd COONS 6 a oe oe 
art ‘Urpose ¢ © communicate with the Canadian Tr aaweaaait ; : 
een possessions. And so it was with her Breiner HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES he report W as then read, and is as follows: 
the to the West Indies. She went to her own domin- a ee eee . The Getvct Commies SS a ed eee 
re- tons, Continental and insular, which she meant to | Tuespar, June 9, 1846. Soieees }. Iunensers spear Hon. Gass Waserss, 
no retain. There was no question as to the British The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- for otlicial misconduct while he held the office of Secretary 
one policy, But there was no analogy between her proved. of State of the United States, er - report: 
had ea brary that now contemplated by this project. Mr. BOYD, in pursuance of the request yester- hat they have given to the subject referred to them a pa- 


hole thing was absurd. As well might it be 


60 


day made, ant for the reasons then stated by him, 


tient and laborious investigation, and have collected a large 
mass of testimony, the result of which, only, without going 


one 2 
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mT 
3 committee, in the firet place, directed their attention 
to the first Charge against Mr. Web-ter; that, without the 
knowledge of the President of the United States, and con- 
trary to usage, be bad taken out of the hands of the ordinary 
ent and into his own @ portion of that part of 
the forefen totercouce fund, common known as * The 
Heerct Service Fund,” and appropriated it to lis own ure. 
‘The committee find that, by law, Unis fuod ts Committed to 
the exclusive control of the Pre entot the United States, 
\ him-elf, and 
rhe imnoyoeomnnt the heep 
Hittosuch agent or agents Under lis 


disburang a 


who may, if be think proper, Ke »>the money 


disburse ut from hie own thud 
lng and disbursement 


direction us he may deem it expecicnt to appoint. La cor 
quence, as Uie committees | hoe, Of tie tiainy aad tn 
portant dutios which nece ly nt cupy the whole 
time and attention of the Pie ident of the Unit Miates, so 
tis to render WU very trouble ie med aitticurt bor bibs, on 
person, to keep and disburse tins fund and make up at ‘ 


from tac iret tald 


counts, he has always f 
uge of these dutics to other 


tovernment, cuitlriustod the dicnu 


mmentott 





hand 

\s the Becretary of State of the United States is pecu 
liar the confide atud adviser oF tie President th whatever 
concerns Ure tori relation fo the country, would 
eem to be the natural al propriate agent tor the 
charge Of these woh ould peitorou: theo without 
adotriment to othe pu bieinees of hivher 4 wort e 
\ecordingly, the conmnitt find that, in the Mdininistration 
os W ington, the elder Adams, and part of tia 
ot Mr. Jeflerson, while the ofl { Seer tary of State was 
held in coe ion bw Me. Jay, Jeflereon, Raundoiph, Picker 
tog, Mareuall, aad pari oft tiie t Vir. Madison eld 
tliat hie ier Mr. Jet nh, tue whole of this lund wa 
tindder ti roeetio beet pot the President oF the 
Cited tate received, Kept, aud disbursed by the becre 
lary of Dials 

lu tl ‘ part of M Fetters i Admini tration, th 
Secretary Sate without yl requiringt nistoia 
boon relieved trom t discha atin ty, amd the keep 
jing and disbursing of Us tuad, under the P id nt’s dirce 
tion, appoars to fins en op do over into the hands ot 
nyvents, \ me eco fter rece vinng th “uchon ob th 
Vreeident, a et fatthe ‘Ie ury. Butno change s 
been noade anth worimt oWers Or dull the Pre 
ident in respeetto this taund from the tue ot General Wash 
nylon te th py ptday. “Pia wing must have been 
made tor the couvent «ol the retiry of Stats, and wot 


from any want of contidence which Mr. Jeierson had in 


Mr. Madison 
The commitiee have examined Mr. Tyler, the late Presi 


dent ott Consted ties. Tle testitiied that Whea he came 
tuto the Prosidenmcy. le found the foreign relations of t 

country ina very deheate condition in certain particulars, 
Wiech the committee do not deem it expedrent to epecit 

requiring, in tus open, the employment of confidential 
agents: und, tors a aseivned by him to the commiltee, 
he regarded iis Socretary of State as the fittest person to se- 
leet and employ them. Under au inpression eutertained 
both by hin and Mr. Webster that this was the usual and 


proper mode, le suggested that the woney should be dis 
bursed by Mr. Webeter; dtor that purpose placed in lis 
hands a portion of the foreiga intercourse fund which was 
then lying to deposite with Mr. Stubb., the ordinary disburs 
ingagent. “Pins had not been done before lor along time, 
A knowledge of the modern usage in respeetto the Keepruig 
and disbur-ing this fund, it is not improbable, led My. lunges 
soll info the erroneous belie chat this money had come im 
properly, and without the Prosident’s sancuon, at Mr. Web 
ster’s instances, into his hands, But there can be no doubt 
that the President liad amp uthority to Commit to his 


Secretary the keeping and disbursing of tins money, and 
that he alone had a rghit to judge of its expediency. The 
comuit find from the testimony that all the money pat 
into his hands w placed there with the Knowledge and 


inetion mad by order of the Presidcut, and so nimuch of it as 
Wis necessary was disbursed in accordance with his Views. 
A balance, not needed for the purposes contemplai d, was 
afterwards returned by Mr. Webster to Mr. Stubbs, the dis 


bursing age with whom, tle testiniony shows, there is 


usually ond posite a larger amount of money Cran is require d 


to micet pre mt demands. \W 1 these remarks the com 
pitt disu this. and proceed to notice the second charer 

In that charge Mr. Ingersoll accuses Mr. Webster with 
using the public money to corrupt tiie party presses. Among 


the agents employed by Mr. Webster, under the authority 
of the President as above explaincd, was Mr. Francis O. J 


Smith, of tue State of Maine. There is ia the Departinent 


of State, among the papers relating to the secret service 
fund, a letter from that gentleman to Mr. Webst Which 
ConUns an CXpt ion that, unexplained, might justiy | 

to the impression that he (Mr, Smit had used the money 
of the Government in that wa The committee lave tilly 
investigated this charge. ‘They do not deem it necessary or 
expedient to go inte a specih thon of tie acts ol tis agent, 
who was emploved in a secret rvice, or to inquire into th 
propriety of cuoploying agents for secret service within tue 


lanits of the United States and paying them cul of the eon 
tingent fund for foreign intercourse, but will content them 
selves with simply remarking that tie testimony they have 
taken fully explains whatever is ot obscure or doubtful 
meaning in this letter, and removes every toundation for a 
beliefor even a suspicion that the public money was used 
or attempted to be used to corrupt the party presses. "This 
brings the committee to the third and last charge; that 
when Mr. Webster went out of oilice he was a public de 

faulter. 

From an examination of his accounts, it appears that, 
when he retired from oflice, there Was of the moneys that 
had been entrusted to hin an apparent balance of $2,290 
in his hands as stated by Mr. Ingersoll. The expenditure 
of this sum remained to be accounted for by him. There 
seems to have been delay in procuring vouchers trom the 
agents whom Mr. Webster had employed tor the moneys 
advanced by him to them. For a payment of a thousand 
dollars, which he claimed to have made out of the fund in 
his hands, he alleged the vouchers had been lost, mislaid, or 
not procured, and it has not yet been found or obtained, 





These causes occasioned a delay in the settement of his 
accounts for some eighteen or twenty months. 

lu the autuinn of le44, the period having arrived when it 
“ necessary for Mr. Stubbs to close his accounts at the 
Treasury, and Mr. Webster not having then procured the 
necessary vouchers, he proposed to pay the apparent bal 
avce against hin, with the understanding that the Govern 
ment should refund to him, it he subsequently procured the 
evidence Of his payments, This proposition, which pro 
ceeded from Mr. Webster, was acecd d to by the Pre-ident 
of the United States. In the month of November of that 
year, Mr. Webster procured a voucher for a payment of 
©20, and paid in cash 82.090, the residue of the apparent 
balance in bis hands. ‘This money was remitted by him ia 
part fiow Boston and in pait from Philadelphia. bi the fol 
lowing winter, he visited Washington, and on the Ist of 
February, 1845, presented vouchers for pryiments made by 
hun while in office, and not before eredited to him, to the 
Amount of s1,050, which the President of the United States 
directed to be refunded, and that amount was then repaid 
tohim. Mr. Webster was urged by Mr. Stubbs to collect 
and transmit his accounts and vouchers, that Mr. Stubbs 
might close his accounts with the ‘Treasury, but the eom- 
miitee find no evidence of any thrent of exposure baving 
been made by the President, which induecd the payment ot 
the apparent lnnee againet faim. 

li it bo assumed that Mr. Webster was correct in his im 
pression, that he had paid the above-mentioned thousand 

ollare outot the tund in his hands, and if to this amount 
be added the vouchers for $1,250, procured by him after his 
retirement from office, making tevether #2250, and this Inst 
umount be deducted from S2,.290, the apparent balance 
against him, it will show that the real balance in his hands, 
when he went out of office, was S40 only. On reviewing 
his accounts, the keeping of which was for the most part 
ntru-ted by him to Mr. Stubbs, the disbursiug agent, the com- 
mittee have been led to doubt whether, on the final settle 
ment, an item of *500 was not by mistake carried to his 
eredit, Which had been before alowed tim. This error 
Was pointed out to the comuittce by the disbursing agent, 
by whom the account was drawn up and the settlement 
made. He proves that it was at his own suggestion, and 
not at that of Mr. Webster, that this item was carried to his 
credit in the tinal settlement. itis not necessa 
the particulars of the history of this item, and of the cause 
ofthe mistake, ifone was made. The committee deem it 
sullicient to remark, that no blaine is imputed to Mr. Web 
ster, Who, they are satisfied, was not aware, and probably 
is not now, that this item had been before credited to him; 
nor is the disbursing agent, who drew up the iteme «f the 
final settlement, liable to the charge of nevheenc li it be 
assumed that this item was twice allowed to him, and that 
the tinal setticment was made in all other respects correct, 
then, tn retunding to Mr. Vebster, he ould have been 
repaul 0 only. instead of £1,050. But if Mr. Webster 
Was not mistaken in the belief that he had paid the thou- 
aid dollars above mentioned, then the Government still 
owes Lith oO. 

The counnaittee deem any comments on the above facts 
connected with this charge, unnecessary. In their opinion, 
there is no proof in rebition to any of the charges to impeach 
My. Webster’s integrity, or the purty of his motives in the 
discharg. of the duties ot bis office. The value of this opin- 
ion is perhaps, to some extent, enhanced by the fact, that, 
in their investigation, the committee, in observance of the 
usage in similar eases, have taken the testimony without 
notice to lin, in his absenee, without communication with 
bim, or explanation from him. In conclysion, they beg per- 
mission to remark, that their investigation has brought out 
fuets (which are embodied in the testimony) connected with 

en relations of the country, the disclosure of which 

public policy would seein to forbid. On this subject, they 
entirely coneur with the President of the United States in 
‘ws so fully and strongly enforced by him in his mes- 
we at tire present Sossion, in ate wer toa resolution of the 
Hlouse, requesting a conmunication to it ¢ f the same facts 
that are embodied in the t 
and which, for reasons then assig 


to go into 


the tor 


tue vir 


timony taken by the cominittee, 
ned, he declined to com 


municate or make public, except with aview to an impeach 
ment, and to furnish the proof necessary to attain the great 





ends of pubiic justice. He expressed the opinion, that even 
in that cuse, the House should adopt all wire preeautions to 
prevent the unnecessary exposure of matters, the publication 
of which might injuriously affect the publie interest. No dis- 
nt from the views Of that message was expressed by the 
mse. The commitiec, therefore, think that these facts 
were laid open to their view with an imphed understanding, 

on the part of the President and of the House, that they 
would be made public only in the event of an impeachment, 
and of their being necessary for bringing to justice great pub 
Inasmuch, theretore, as no evidence has 





lie delinquents. 
boon exhibited to tie committee, which cau lay any founda- 


tion for an impeachment, all the reasons which induced the 
President to decline to make these tacts public in the eall of 
the llouse, return in their full force agaist Uieir disclosure 
now. 

They therefore recommend that they be discharged from 
the further consideration of this subjeet, and that the testi- 


mony taken by them (which accompanies this report) be 
sealed up, endorsed © Confidential,’ and deposited in the 
archives of the House, net to be opened unless by its order, 
Aud they report resolutions accordingly. 

Resolved, That the testimony taken in this investigation 
be sealed up by the Clerk, under the supervision of the Com 
mittee, endorsed * Contidential,”? and deposited in the ar- 


chives of the House, and thatthe same be not opened unless 
by its order, 

” Resolved, That this report be laid on the table and printed, 
and that the selecteommitiee be discharged trom the further 
onsideration of the subject. 

od and submitted by SAMUEL F. VINTON, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
DANIEL P. KING, 
SEABORN JONES. 
The report having been read— 
‘The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 


tion to lay on the table. 
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into ita details, they decm it necessary to present to the | though efforts were made by him to find or procure it. 


| ranted in the impression he had taken up. Now 
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Mr. BOYD. And to print. 

The SPEAKER. And to print. 

Mr. BOYD. I move the previous question 
the motion to print. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF, | hope the motion W 
be withdrawn, to enable me to make a m 
report from the same committee. 

Mr. 8. JONES, (a member of the committe; 
I hope the House wiil allow me to make a rey 
in connexion with the minority report which tie 
rentleman desires to submit. 

Mr. HOPKINS. I suggest to the centlem 
from Hlinois (Mr. Doverass] to withdraw }, 
motion, so as to allow the two reports to be 
ed together. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. I withdraw the motion 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF. Being unable to avr, 
in all the conclusions arrived at by the majority 
the select committee, on which, without solic; i n 
or previous knowledge on my part I wos placed. | 
have thought it my duty to present these points 
which I disagree, briefly, in the shape of a minor. 
ity report, which I hope may be received and 0; 
dered to be printed. 

It is, however, due to the House to state that 
this minority report | have embodied the Jey 
from Mr. F. O. J. Smith, of Maine, to Mr. We 
ster, referred to in the majority report, and whi 
substantially corresponds with the statement of 
Mr. C. J. Ingersoll at the time the charges wey 
made. 

I have felt it due to truth and justice, as ¢ 
nected with all parties in the controversy. and 
the facts of the case, to embody that letter jn 
report. [state this to avoid the imputation of 
desire on my part to smuggle the letter before 
House or the country Without the permission 
the Hlouse. 

Mr. SEABORN JONES said that before 1) 
minority report was received, he desired to submit 
a question to the decision of the House. If 1 


House would advert, in its recollection, to the » 
port which had been made by the majority of + 
committee, it would perceive thatample justice | 
been done to Mr. Ingersoll, who had brouelt { 
ward these charges, by the declaration of the 
mittee in relation to his impression—that from th 
examination of the letter of Foe Smith (as he was 


sometimes called,) he (Mr. Ingersoll) was war- 


on 


Inority 


n 


pri i 


oY. 
t 


the reading of that letter, or the exposure of it, 
could not place Mr. Ingersoll on higher ground. 


|The committee said that he was warranted— 


| attempt had been made to corrupt the party pres 


(Mr. J. might not use the precise words of the 
sentiment, but he spoke the sentiment itself )—t 
there was sufficient evidence to warrant him in th 
conclusion he had drawn from the letter, that an 
for the purpose of carrying out the views of the ad- 
ministration, or for some other purpose. And 
committee said that from the mere reading of ¢! 


| letter, unexplained by other evidence, Mr. Inger- 


soll was warranted in coming to the conclusion a 
which he had arrived. The publication of the let- 
ter could be of no other service than that. It could 
not place Mr. Ingersoll on ground higher than t 

on which the cominittee had placed him. It was 
their intention, so far as a conclusion drawn trom 
prina facie evidence could accomplish that object, 
to place Mr. Ingersoll on the highest ground—to 
say, thata prima facie case had been made out 

support of his opinion. But the committee at the 
same time said that this opinion would be entir 

changed by an examination of the testimony taken 
in connexion with the subject—that they had ex- 
amined that testimony, and had come to the con- 
clusion that no such attempt had been made; 1) 
there had been no improper use of the public fu 
that there had been no intention inconsistent with 
probity and honor in the disbursement of Ui! 
fund in connexion with the public press. It would 
be unjust—it would be improper—it would be in 
quitous to publish that letter unconnected with thr 
explanatory testimony. 


And the committee had 
submitted a resolution asking, in accordance wi! 
the recommendation of the President, when the & 

timony was asked, and when he refused to furnish 
it, that it should not be disclosed. Why? Be- 
‘ause the President had said, that he would no! 
disclose it, except for the purpose of an impeac! 


ment. And the report went on, and almost in s° 


many words, asked the House not to disclose > 
except it was intended for that purpose. He | Mr. 
J.) believed that he did not misrepresent the ge"- 








tleman who was about to make a minority report, 
‘saving, that that gentleman did not disagree in 
che conclusions of the comunittee. 

“Mr. BRINKERHOFF. I do. 

Mr. S. JONES. ‘The gentleman’s report will 
eneak for itself. If I understood it correctly it does 
at But it is a matter of injustice to publish a 
part of the testimony, and leave the balance, which 
would explain it, unpublished. Neither the House, 
nor any individual, can come to a just conelusion 
without having the whole testimony. The House, 
sherefore, must either come to the conclusion to 
nyblish the whole testimony, or, in accordance 
‘ ith the recommendation of the committee, to sup- 


in 


press the letter a copy of which the gentleman has 
embodied in his report. 

If the House think proper to violate the implied 
nledgeunder which the President communicated the 
rafermation for its benefit, so be it. The eommit- 
tee have endeavored to do justice, and [think have 
done justice to all parties in this unpleasant trans- 
vetion. ‘The House will determine for itself wheth- 
crit will aceept the results of the investigation, or 
whether it will direct the whole testimony to be 
laid open and submitted to the eXamination and 
scrutiny of every one. 

[ am satisfied that this Government is more pure, 
more virtuous, more honest, more straightforward, 
aud upright in its administration of the foreign in- 
tercourse fund—commonly called the secret ser- 
vice fund—than any government on earth. But I 
know there may be places where those who com- 
mit crimes, and adopt a course of conduct ten times 

, may hold us up to publie reprobation, and 
iy, * Look at this Republic; see to what means 
they vesort, to carry on this foreign intercourse.’ 

Mr. BRINK ERHOFFE said, if he understood the 
centleman from Georgia [Mr. Jones] correctly, he 
iites that the majority of the committee have come 
to the conclusion that, in the disbursement of that 
portion of the seeret service fand which passed 
rough the hands of Mr. Smith of Maine, no other 
than an equitable and proper use of the money had 
been made for just and proper ends. : 

[A voice: ** No; no.”’] 

So Lunderstood the gentleman from Georgia, 

suid Mr. B.) Now, from that conclusien I dis- 
sent, and dissent in my report. 

Mr. S. JONES (Mr. B. yielding) explained that 
he had stated, that so far as regards the conduct of 
Mr. Webster, whose conduct the committee were 
directed to inquire into, the committee did not see 
that any use had been made of the fund in connex- 
ton with the public press but what was just and 


nena: 

The SPEAKER, (addressing Mr. Joxes:) Did 
the Chair understand the gentleman from Georgia 
as obye cling to the report of the minority? 7 

Mr. JONES replied in the negative. He ob- 
jected to the publication of the letter embodied by 
the gentleman from Ohio in his report—that the 
centleman should be permitted to disclose a part of 
te testimony, by copying it into his report. He 
did not object to the report. He thought it a mat- 
ter of right that the gentleman from Ohio should 
make a minority report; but he did say, if the 
lfouse intends to pass a resolution to have these 
‘ocuments sealed up, and marked ‘ Confidential,” 
then the gentleman should be directed to strike out 
hat part of his report before suggested. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF resuming. I suppose 
(said he) it is my right, by leave of the House, to 
make a minority report, and in that report to em- 
vody whatever I conceive to be necessary fully to 
represent my views, and the grounds on which 
they are based; and if this should render it neces- 
‘ary to publish the whole of this testimony, in my 
‘pinion it would be so much the better for the 
‘ause of truth and justice. I totally dissent from 
-~ opinion expressed with so much confidence by 
ie majority of the committee. I believe the pub- 

interests can in no way suffer from the publica- 
‘wn of the whole testimony and exhibits in this 
case, Teannot conceive it will injure the present 
‘ations of the Government; its future or antici- 
pated relations with foreign Powers; and the past 
is done with and settled. The northeastern bound- 
‘ry is disposed of. If, as the majority of the 
Sctimuttee contend, the evidence fully exonerates 
Mr. Webster from any improper imputation and 
‘ltge, of course it must, in the person of Mr. 
Webster, exonerate the Administration and the 
a How, then, if the conclusion arrived at 

y the majority of the committee be just, can the 
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country, 
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character of the country suffer in the eyes of for- 
eign Powers by a full publication of the testimony? 
It cannot. If the conclusion at which th y arrive 
be correct, then the character of the country can 
not suffer; if it be incorrect, then justice to the 
character of the man who made the charge, and to 
the character of him upon whom the charge Is 
made, requires that it be published, and the reso 
lution with which ] conelude the minority report 
provides for the publication of the whole testi- 
mony. 

Mr. BURT interposed, and (Mr. B. Vit Idine) 
said he desired, as the question before the House 
at this time seemed to be on the reception of the 
report of the ecntleman from Ohio, to suevest to 
the eentleman before further remarks be made, and 
that the House may be enabled also tatellieently 
to determine whether the report shafl he 
that he now send it up to the C! 

The SPEAKER. 
the LTouse have arreed to the reception 
ort, 

Mr. SEABORN JONES said he had objected to 
receivine the report with the letter embodied in it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair distinetly put the 
question to the ¢entleman from Georgia, whether 
he objected to the reception of the report. The 
gentleman replied that he did not object. 

Mr. JONES said he did not o}nect to the report, 
but to that part of it which contained a part of the 
testimony which the majority of the committee 
recommended to the Tlouse not to publish, 

Mr. BRINKERHOVE. It amounts to this, 
then, that the wentleman from Georgia does not 
object to my minority report, but toa part of the 
report itself, 

Mr. HOGE moved that both these reports, with 
the accompanying resolutions, be laid on the table 
and printed; and on the latter branch of the mo- 
tion he moved the previous question. 

Mr. J. P. MARTIN inquired of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Brinkernorr] whether or not 
Mr. Ingersoll was allowed the privilege of ap- 
pearing before the committee and prosecuting the 
charges against Mr. Webster? 

Mr. BRINKERHOFE. No, sir; he was not. 

Mr. VINTON addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER reminded gentlemen that the 
question before the House was not debatable. 

Mr. VINTON said he merely desired to answer 
what he understood to be the inquiry of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Martix.] Mr. In- 
versoll (he said) was not denied the privilege of 
coming before the committee. He did not ask the 
privilege. 

The question was then taken on laying the re- 
port on the table, and agreed to, 

The question recurred on the second branch of 
the question—the motion to print. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded—ayes 82, noes not counted. 

And the main question was ordered, 

Mr. VINTON inquired of the Speaker what was 
the question ? 

The SPEAKER replied, on printing the two re- 
ports, with the accompanying resolutions. 

Mr. VINTON. Does the motion embrace the 
printing of the papers accompanying the report of 
the majority? 

The SPEAKER. 

hr. 
whether the question on the printing could be di- 
vided ? 

The SPEAKER said no; because both report 
had been included in the same motion. 

Mr. KING was understood to inquire whether 
it was competent to omit a part. 


rrinte d, 
rk to be rt d. 


The Chatr understands that 


It does not. 


The SPEAKER said a motion to print a por- , 


tion of the report and not the balance could not 
now be entertained. 

Mr. BRODHEAD called for the reading of the 
resolution attached to the minority report. 

Which was read as follows: 

Resolved, That thetestimony and exhibits taken 
before the select committee of this House instructed 
to investigate the charges against Daniel Webster, 
late Secretary of State, together with the reports of 
the majority and minority of said committee, be 
laid upon the table, and printed, and that said com- 
mittee be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject. 

The reading having been concluded, 

Mr. ROOT asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to print; which were ordered. 


B. KING inquired of the Speaker 
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Mr. WINTHROP (amidst some confusion) 
asked whether the report of the minority might not 
be read. He did not know that gentlemen had 
any privileges on this floor, but if it was a privi- 
leve he would venture to make the motion. 

Objections were made to che reading. 

So the SPEAKER putthe question to the House; 
and, in accordance with ts de cision, 
The minority report was read. 


REPORT OF ‘THE MINORITY. 


The nnidersigned, one of the members of the select com 
mittee of the House of Representatives appointed to inves 
tigate the truth of the charges against Daniel Webster, late 
Secretary of State, made by Chartes J. Ingersoll, a member 


ot Uns House, finding him-sell unable to eoucur. in all re 


spects, im like report of the maierityv of the committee, and 
believing that truth and justice require that some of the 
facets made to appear inthe course of the investigation should 
be stated more faliy than has been done in the report the 
majority, begs leave briefly to present his views in the w 


Ola minority report. 

While itis true, as stated in the majority report, that it 
would appear, frou the testumony of ex President "Syvier 
thatul was on bis own suggestion that the nroneys belonging 
to the seeret service fund were phiced in the bands of M 
Webster, yot, from the testimony of Mr. Stubbs, the d 
bursing agent ef that fund, and by the correspondence on 
the subject, coptes of whieh were obtained by the commit 
tee, iisevident that the modus eperau? Mr. Wet 


ster verbally sug rontd write a 


j was thi 
ted to Mr. Stubbs that he 

note to the President suggesting the propriety and conve 
menece of placing a part of this fund at the disposal of the 
Seeretary of Stat This Mr. Stubbs did; and Mr. Wib 
ster transmitted the note of Mr. Stubbs to the President, 
Accom ed with one 


ton, aid tentioniny 


from himeelf approving the sugges 
t tie amount which he suy prone d would 
be necessary tor the then present purposes of the depart 
1 


At the conclusion of that part of the report ofthe majority 
of this committee, which relates to the firet charge of Mr. 
Ingersoll, it is said: * A batance not needed tor the pur 
poses contoinplated, was afterwards returned by Mr. Web 


ster to Mr. Stubbs, the disbursing agent...’ In reference to 
this part of the subjeet, tt is but proper to say, that the 
whole anount of the seeret service fund whieh came into 
the hands of Mr. Webster, was seventeen thousand dollars. 
Five thousand dollars of this stm was reecived by him in 
November and December, P84), and remained in his hands 
until the 22d day of Jane, M42. when it was returned to the 
disbursing agent of the department Whether, during the 
time which jatervened, Mr. Webster mode use of the whole 


| Or any part of this sum, or whether it lay untouched by him 


in the hands of his banker or elsewhere, there is, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned, no evidence whatsoever. 

Proceeding to notice the seeond charge, the majority, in 
in their report, say: “There is in the Departinent of State, 
among the papers relating to the secret serviee fund, a letter 
from that gentleman, (P.O. J. Smith, Psq.,) which contains 
an expression that, unexplained, might justly lead to the 
inference that he (Mr. Smith) had used the money of the 
Government in that way.”?) The undersigned deems it but 
right that this letter should be given atlength. [tis as fol 
lows : 

“PRIVATE. ] 6 PORTLAND, August 12, 1°42. 

“Dear Sin: [suppose we may consider our long-disputed 
houndary now settled, and the people of Maine feel that 
great eredit is due to your efforts in bringing a forty-years? 
dispute to a close. 1 teel gratified in the result, from a econ- 
viction of many years’ standing, that a new mode of ap 
proaching the subject, and such a one as you have adopted, 
would accomplish it, While another forty years of circuitous 
diplomacy would have availed nothing. 

“Considering the matter settled, I presume you can feel 

justified in enabling me to fulfil certain assurances which T 
made toa few individuals at different points in this State, 
whose services and influence L had oceasion to resort to, in 
order to adjust the tone and direction of the party presses 
and through them of public sentiment, to the purposes so 
desirable of accomplishment under your administration. 
For my own services you ean also make such allowance 
from the contingent fund as you may deem proper, merely 
remarking that all that was contemplated in my original 
letters to you of May, 1841, on the subject, so far as Maine, 
and the voiee of the people are concerned, has been happily 
realized. To the individuals alluded to above, three in 
number, I gave an assurance that in the event of a settle- 
ment of the boundary, they should be allowed a reasonable 
remuneration for their time and incidental expenses—and I 
should like to be able to remit them #100, or 8125 each, ifin 
my power. Nevertheless, [ assumed no authority to bind 
your department, in any official manner on the subject; but 
the whole rests in my confidential intercourse with them, 
and I leave it, after stating the fact, wholly at your disere- 
tion. I presume the contingent fund will be ample, and 
your control in it ample, to do whatever you think just. 
” « P send herewith a bill fora voncher, with entire consent 
for von to fill the blanks as you may deem proper. And I 
do it thus seasonably, lest there be ground for the rumor 
(as I trust there is not) that you will shortly claim a right to 
retire from the administration of the State Department. 

“<]T beg you to believe that, whether you remain in your 


1 present or any other position of the public service, my best 


wishes will attend your efforts, and I shall be most happy, 
in any opportunity, of my being serviceable to you in this 
region of our country. ; 
“Tam, most truly, your friend and obedient servant, 
“FRANCIS O. J. SMITH. 
<< Hon. D. Wenster, &c., &e., ke.” 


It is hardly possible that any one, reading this letter, 
should come to any other conclusion than that arrived at by 
Mr. Ingersoll, and embraced in his second charge. Mr. 
Smith, however, in his examination before the committee, 
positively denies that any part of the sum of two thousand 
tive hundred dollars, received by him out of the secret ser- 
vice fund, was ever paid or promised to any person in any 
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way connected with the public press; and, from his test 
mony, it would appear thatthe object of his agency in Maine 
was to institute and prosecute a course of systematic elee 
tionerring ; and, by e wrespomdconce and confidential com 
munication with the It iding and influential political charac 
ters of bath politieal parties, #0 to influence tne publie mind, 
and “adjust the tone and direction of the party presses,”’ as 
to secure asmajority in the Legislature of that State favor 


able to the appotutment of commissioners with full powers 
to bod the tare im the anticipated negotiations, In tits 
object. ut bas been en, the agent claims to have been sue 
constul; and a ‘@10) of @125 each’? tor lis assistants. 
Accordingly, five huedred dollars were remitted to him; 
und, in the accounts relating to the secret service fund, Mr. 
Webster i« credited with 8500 paid to Mr. Smith for hi 
‘assistants.’ dtis due to them, however, Whoever they 
may be, to add, that Mr. Smiuth, at the tne he received this 
remittance of S500, was not informed that 1 was spectally 


intended forthe payinent of Die © assistant >and having, 
as be thought, reeeaved no more in all than he was justly 
entitled to for bis own services, retained the money tn hits 
own hends, and they yet remain unpaid. Whetuer thi 
direct effort of the Geveral Government through the agones 


of one ot rts high fanctionarics, and the evoploymentot pecu 
tiary menos tor th purpe of influencing the leginrative 
action of a State govertment, Constitutes an mmpeachatle 
offen n that funectionary. the undersigned will not assume 


to decenule,. 
In regard to the third charge, viz: tiatwhen Mr. Webster 
left the office of Seeretary of State he was a pubhe defautior, 


the undersigned eoncurs with thre nmajority of the comimitiee, 
that “from an @xamination of tis accotuts, 1 appoars that, 
fat that thine, there was of tie mon that iad been botru-t 


fed to him an apparent balance of > O in his hands, as 


‘stated by Mr. Tngersoll. The expenditure of this: sum re 


Smained to be accounted for by him? But the under-igned 
knows of no evidence whic came before the commutiec 
nm any torm What ver, her t nm tl declarations of Mr. 
Webster himeell, going to slew that there was any “ diih 
Seulty In procuring s uehers trom the seeret agents whom 
Mr. Welbeter had empo { for the moneys advanced b 
Shon to thems’? nor aus hi know of any otcer evidence 
of the loss or mistaying of any voucher tor a payment of 
a thousand dollars? norot any *. forts’? by Mr. Webster to 
obtamm such sy cher: thoudh itis very true that-uch voucher 
‘has not vet been found or obtained.’ The simple truth oa 
this branchof the inquiry, so fur as the uadersi ned is ea 
pable of secing i, 18s sul ntintiy thi Mr. Web-ter went 
out of the State Department an apparent defaulter to the 
nmountorse.200. Atierwards, by direction of the President, 
he was written to by the disbursing agent, Mr. Stubb:, and 


weed toa settlement, Por ditferent reasons and on various 


pleas the matter was delayed from time to time, until Mir. 
Tyler approached the termination of his presidential term ; 
when Mr. Webster, having in this corr spondence been re 
minded of the necessity that would exist tor the publication 
of the public accounts, and the exposure whieh would re 
sult from that publication if the account renaned unad 
justed, having been thus hinted at, suggested, in the first 
place, that the President should take the ex Secretary’s 
word for the expenditure of one thousar d dollars, and graut 
him a certifieate covering that amount; but, the President 
declining to a tupon this sueg ton, Mr. Webster then pro 


posed to pay up the apparent balance against him, whieh 
proposal was of course a cepted, and Mr. Web-ter poid it 
up accordingly. Subsequently, however, Mr. Webster pro 
dueed vouchers to the amount of 1.250, aud was repatd to 
21.010 as the real amount of his defil 
ention at the time of his retirement trom oliee; and of the 
expenditure of which sun iia the pr hlic service there is, be 
youd the mere word of Mr. Webster, no evidence whatso 
eve tT. 

Itistrue Mr. Webster at first claimed to have paid this 
sum toa Mr. Healy: but the disbursing agent having shown 
that he had himself? paid that sum, and that Mr. Webster 
had already been eredited with the amount puid to Mr, 
Healy, he still claimed to have paid it to some person em 
ployed in the public service ; but there is no evidence before 
the committee that, subsequent to this time, Mr. Webster 
ever pretended to state specifically to whom, when, where, 
or for what purpose, the whole or any part of this sui was 
ever paid by hin. 

Whether he could have expended this sum for publie pur 
poses, and for purposes so lmportant and delicate as to re 
quire adratt on the secret service fund, without being abl 
within two years thereafier, to designate, even to the P 
ident whose agent he was, any of the particulars connected 
with its expenditure, the undersigned will leave it to the 
House to determin 

Having thus supplied what he deomed defective or erro- 
neous in the report of the majority, and believing that no 
injury ean result to the public service from the publication 
proposed, the undersigned begs leave to offer the tollowing 
resolution: 


that amount, leaving 


Resolved, That the testimony and exhibits taken before 
the select committee of this Llouse, instituted to investigate 
the charges against Daniel Webster, late Secretary of State, 
together with the reports of the majority and minority of 
said committee, be laid upon the table and printed; and 
that said committee be discharged from the further consid 
eration of the subject. JACOB BRINKERIIOFP., 

A brief conversation followed between Mr. J. 
DAVIS, Mr. CULVER, and the SPEAKER. 

The question on the motion to print both reports 
was taken, and resulted as follows: 

VY BAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincey Adams, Anderson, 
Atkineon, Barringer, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James 
Black, Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhotf, Brodhead, 
Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Butlington, Burt, Wil 
liam W. Campbell, John TL, Campbell, Catheart, John G. 
Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, 
Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Crozier, Cullom, Culver, Cummins, 
Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Darragh, Garrett Davis, De 
Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dockery, Douglass, Diommoole, 
Dunlap, Elsworth, Erdman, Pdwin H. Ewing, Paran, Fick 
lin, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Gordon, Graham, 
Grider, Hamlin, Hampton, Harmanson, Harper, Herrick, 
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Hoge, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, | 
Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufinan, Ken 
nedy, Daniel P. King, Pre-ton King, ‘Thomas Butler King, 
Leake, La Sere, Lewis. Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClean, MeCleiland, MeClermnand, Joseph J. McDowell, 
James MeDowell, McGaughey, Melivaine, MeKay, Jobn P. 
Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, Niven, Norris, 
Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Pollock, Ratibun, Reid, Relte, | 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Julias Rockwell, Jonn A. Roekwell, 
Runk, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scanimon, Schenck, 
Seaman, Alexander D. Sims, UVhomas Smith, Caleb B. 
South, bert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stewart, St. 
Jolin, trohm, Strong, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Tiiomasson, 
James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbaits, 
Tilden, Towns, Tredway, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Weni- 
worth, Wheaton, White, Wick, Williams, Winthrop, Wood 
ward, Woodworth, Wright, Young, and Yost—15&. 
NAYS—Mers’s. Stephen Adams, Ashmun, James A. 
Black, Cranston, Jetlerson Davis, John H. Ewing, Blias B. 
Holmes, Isane KE. Holmes, McHenry, Pendleton, Phelps, 


Root, Severance, Stupson, Stepuenas, and ‘Toombs—16. 





& 


So the reports were laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER again announced the special 
order of the day. 

Mr. G. DAVIS (leave having been denied) 
moved the postponement of the special order, to 
enable him to make a report from the select com- 
mittee on printing, and asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 
72, nays 99. 

So the special order was not postponed, 

‘Che House resumed the consideration of the 
special order, 

MINERAL LANDS. 

And the bill to direct the sale of the reserved 
mineral lands in the States of Hlinois and Arkan- 
sus and ‘Territories of Wisconsin and lowa was 
first in order. 

‘The previous question moved yesterday was 
now seconded, and being put, viz: ** Shall the 
main question be now put?’ it passed in the af- 
lirmative. 

‘The main question was put, first, on the amend- 
ment or substitute for the entire bill, and carried; 
and, secondly, on the engrossment and third read- 
ing of the bill, and also passed in the affirmative. 

The bill, being engrossed, was read the third 
time and passed. 


DES MOINES RIVER. 


The bill granting lands to the Territory of Towa, 
to aid in the improvement of the navigation of the 
Des Moines river, in said ‘Territory, coming up for 
consideration— 

One of the amendments reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House proposes to add to the 
bill the following section: 

Sec. 4. nd he it further enacted, That whenever the Ter- 
ritory of Towa shail be admitted into the Union asa State, 
ihe iands hereby granted for the above purpose shail be and 
become the property of said State for the purpose contempla- 
ted in this act, and no other: Provided, That the lands 
hereby appropriated shall be ticluded in the quantity of land 
to which Lowa will be entitled under the eightir section of 
the act entitled * An act to appropriate the proceeds of the 
sales of the publie lands, and to grant pre-eniption rights,” 
when said State shall be admitted into the Union. 

Mr. RA'THBUN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by inserung the word nol after the word 
“shall,” in the proviso, So as to make it read, 
‘that the lands hereby appropriated shall not be 
included,” &c. It was negatived. 

Mr. RA'THBUN then moved to strike out the 
whole proviso in which the amendment is con- 
tuined. 

A debate here sprung up, in which Messrs. 
RHETT, RA'THBUN, McCLERNAND, AD- 
AMS of Mississippi, THURMAN, STEWART, 
VINTON, DODGE, BOWLIN, and GORDON, 
participated, and which turned on the question 
whether the grant of land in the bill should be 
deducted from the grant of 500,000 acres of the 
public land to which lowa would be entitled under 
the distribution law of 1841, or whether it should 
be granted her over and above that amount. 

Mr. RELE'TT was in favor of deducting it from 
her quota, as otherwise it would aggravate still 
further the inequality among the States in reter- 
ence to the public domain, 

Mr. RA'VTHBUN thought the grant of land in 
the bill ought to stand on its own merits, and not 
to be taken out of land already granted to lowa by 
law. Let it not “appear on the face of the act to be 
a Lenefaction, when it was only a part of what 
lowa was already entitled to receive in common 
with other new States coming imto the Union. 


Mr. MeCLERNAND quoted the law of 1841, to 


_ dune 9, 


show that all lands granted or to be granted ina 
new States for works of internal improvement 
to be reckoned asa part of the 500,000 acres 
ed by Congress. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Mississippi, was in favor ej:) 
of refusing this land, or providing that it sh 
not be deducted out of the share that was eo 
to lowa under the distribution law. 

Mr. RATHBUN said that the whole gue: 
500,000 acres had been appropriated in the 
tution of lowa to purposes of education; and. ¢\,, 
fore, this land conld not be included in the r) 

Mr. MceCLERNAND said if that was th: 
the new constitution was in direct conflict wi) 
law of 1841. 

Mr. ‘THURMAN said that this was land t, 
rranted to lowa as a Territory, and ther fore 
not conflict with the 500,000 acres she was + 
ceive asa State. She might do what she p), 
with that; but this was given her as a Terpi: 
fora specific object of public utility, in whieh 6 
States as well as herself had a collateral interes: 

Mr. STEWA R'T explained the provisions of th. 
distribution law. While it distributed the prov, 
of the sales of the public lands amone the Sta: 
generally, it allowed the new States formed oy 
United States territory 500,000 acres cach, oy¢; 
and above. 

Mr. VINTON stated that Ohio had previo 
received her 500,000, and therefore she cot no ex 
tra allowance. 

Mr. STEWART said that the same rule o 
to be observed in respect to Lowa. All she 
from Congress was to be deducted from her 5()) 
UUO acres, . 

Mr. RHETT went into a brief history of : 
distribution law and its operation on the Stat 
and observed, itt reply to Mr. Trurmay, that it 
respect to previous grants made to ‘Territories 
well as to new States. The present grant, t 
fore, must be deducted. Was she to vet more | 
Missouri? If they began to add, where was it 
stop? Congress would have to begin anew, and 
distribute the public lands. 

Mr. DODGE said that this work of the impro 
ment of the Des Moines river ought to stand o 
own merits. If it wasa great and useful pm 
work, let Congress appropriate the requisite amo 
of land to enable the State to complete it. 17 
amount proposed was but 262,000 acres; 
Ohio, and Michigan, and other States, had receiv 
grants of over a million of acres. 

After further explanations, Mr. D. demani 
the previous question. 

tut the Horse refused to second the call. 

Mr. BOWEIN explained as to what Misso 
had received,‘and took this favorable occasio 
say a few words in advance in behalf of a bills 
to come up, making grants to his State to ena 
her to reclaim her submerged lands, now of iw 
value. 

Mr. VINTON explained respecting the gr 
to Ohio and to Indiana for the completion of 1 
canals, insisting that the Government had received 
more than an equivalent in free transportation o! 
troops and munitions of war forever. 

Mr. GORDON explained how the new States 
insisted on their 500,000 acres each as a ves! 
right, notwithstanding the subsequent repeal of i 
distributionlaw. He concluded by demanding tht 
previous question, but the Tlouse refused. 

Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS advoeated the gran 
of land in the bill, but insisted it should be giv 
on its own merits, by the Government acting as « 
landholder, and that it had nothing to do with tli 
quota of 500,000 acres coming to lowa,. 

Mr. GORDON renewed his call for the previous 
question, which was at length seconded. 

And the main question was put, first on Mr 
Rarneen’s motion to strike out the proviso from 
Mr. DonGer’s amendment; and decided in the 
gative. 

And the main question was put, secondly, that 
the House do concur with the Committee of tl 
Whole in Mr. Dopege’s amendment; and passe! 
in the affirmative—ayes 96, noes not counted. 
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The bill was then ordered to be engrossed ané 
read the third time; and, being engrossed, W 
read the third time, and passed. 


BOUNDARIES OF IOWA. 


The bill to define the boundaries of the State ‘ 
lowa, and to repeal so much of the act of the 3¢ 


i 











ate ot 
he 3d 


1846. 


of March, 1845, as relates to the boundaries of 
lowa, was taken up. . 

The bill defines the northern boundary of lowa 
on the parallel of 43° 30’ north latitude. ne 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend by striking out 


«39°, and asked for the yeas and nays on his 


jotion. They were taken, and wre as follows: 
lilt sve 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Ashmun, 
Bell, Blanchard, Buttington, Wilitam W. Campbell, Colla- 


oe Collin, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, De Mott, Dockery, | 


riisworth, John H. Ewing, Foot, Gid lings, Hanidin, Hamp 
tou, Harper, Herrick, E. B. Holines, Hough, Samuel D. 
Hubbard, Hudson, Hung riord, Washington Hunt, Jo 
S i RK. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Lewis, 
tong. MeClean, MeCletand, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, 
‘I rris, Moseley. Niven, Pollock, Rathbun, Julius Rock well, 
Root, Russell, Seaman, Caleb B. Simith, Starkweather, 
<+oywart. Strohm, Strong, Sykes, Benjamin Thompson, ‘Til- 

n. Trumbo, Vinton, Wheaton, Winthrop, Wood, Wood- 
sort). Wright, and Young—.. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephea Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, 
Redinger, Benton, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
foyd, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, 

‘a G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chap 

uy. Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Cullom, Cummins, Cun- 

wham, Daniel, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Jetferson Davis, 
Hiilingham, Dobbin, Douglass, Dromegoole, Dunlap, Erd- 
oan, Faran, Fieklin, Garvin, Giles, Gordon, Graham, Gri 


. Harmanson, fsaaec E. Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, G. S. | 


Houston, tlunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Kennedy, Leake, La Sere, 


Lumpkin, MeClernand, Joseph J. MeDowell, James Me 


Ligon, | 


powell, McKay, Jobn P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Moulton, | 


Gwen, Parrish, Pendleton, Perrl, Perry, Phelps, Reid, 
Rele, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Scanuon, Alexander 
D). Shas, Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 

jiens, St. John, Thoinasson, James Thompson, Jacob 
upson, ‘Tharman, Tibbatts, Toombs, Towus, Tredway, 
White, Wick, and Woodward—¥1. 


So Mr. Vinton’s amendment was disacreed to. 


‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


via third time; and, being engrossed, it was im- 


mediately read the third time, and passed. 

The bill to grant a quantity of land to aid in the 
snprovement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and 

connect the same by a canal in the Territory of 
Wisconsin, Was next taken up. 

The amendments reported from the Committee 
of the Whole were read, and concurred in. 

‘The bill was further amended, on motion of Mr. 
MARTIN, of Wisconsin, and was ordered to be 

grossed and read the third time; and, being en- 
zrossed, was read the third time, and passed. 


The bill to authorize the constituted authorities 


of the county of Polk, in the ‘Territory of Lowa, to | 
euler a quarter section of land for a county seat, | 


was taken up; and, no amendment being reported 


from the Committee of the Whole, it was ordered | 


to be engrossed and read the third time; and, being 
engrossed, it was forthwith read a third time, and 
sldSe ed, ‘ 


THE STOCKBRIDGE INDYANS. 


The bill to repeal the act of the 3d March, 1843, | 


entitled An act for the relief of the Stockbridge | 
tribe of Indians, in the Territory of Wisconsin, | 


nd for other purposes,’”? was taken up. 

The first section of the bill repeals the act of 3d 
March, 1843, which made the whole Stockbridge 
wibe of Indians residing in the Territory of Wis- 
cousin citizens of the United States, and restores 
to them their ancient form of government. By the 
tof 1843, individual Indians were authorized to 

‘the lands whieh might be parcelled out to them 
‘rom the lands of the tribe. 


ton the following: 

“Provided, That all titles to land acquired by 
urd persons shall be valid.”’ 

Mr. JENKINS opposed the amendment, and 

*xposed the means and the frauds resorted to to 
quire lands from the Indians, the titles to which 
were to be made valid by the amendment. 
_ Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said the amendment 
had been before the Indian Committee, and was 
voted down by the committee. He entirely con- 
curred in all that h 
‘rom New York. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin, defended the 
‘mendment; as also the proceedings in the pur- 
chase of the lands. 

_ Mr. JENKINS rejoined, and went into particu- 
“fs IN support of his assertions of fraud and im- 
proper proceedings in these purchases. 


: he amendment was voted down by acclama- 
ion. 


The 
mittee of the Whole were then concurred in; and 


ad been said by the gentleman ; 


other amendments reported from the Com- 


Phe first amendment reported from the Commit- 
of the Whole proposes to add to the first sec- | 


the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read the 
third time. : 

And being engrossed, the bill was read the third 
time and passed. 

The bill to equalize the compensation of the sur- 
veyors general of the publie lands of the United 
States and for other purposes, was next in order. 

The amendment reported from the Committee of 
the Whole, which proposes to strike out the sur- 
veyor general of Arkansas, so as to exclude him 
from the benefits of the bill, was read, and dis- 
agreed to. 

And the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

And being engrossed, it was read the third time 
and missed, 

The bill disaffirming all laws of the Territories 
of lowa and Wisconsin granting banktug priv- 
ileves, and the bill to establish an additional land 
office in lowa, were severally taken up in their ov- 
der; and no amendment havine been made to either 
of them in Committee of the Whole, they were 
severally read a third time and passed 


PAYMENT OF IOWA MILITIA. 


The bill to provide for the payment of Lowa 
militia called into service in the border troubles 
with Missouri in December, 1839, next came up. 

This bill was reported from the Committee of 
the Whole with a recommendation that it do not 
pass. 

Mr. BLACK, thouch not advocating so much of 
the bill as appropriated to pay the troops called out 
by lowa, insisted that the sum of $3,484 ought not 
to be refused to pay the poor farmers for the value 
of their corn and pork taken from them by force at 
the point of the bayonet for the subsistence of the 
troops. 

Mr. VINTON said that this was a bill making 
appropriations for the pay of the officers and sol- 
diers raised by Iowa in resisting a tax levied by 
the State of Missouri on a portion of her citizens, 
on the ground that the territory on which they re- 
sided constituted a part of the State of Missourt. 
When Missouri sent her sheriff to collect the tax, 
the Governor of Lowa, a mere agent of the United 
States, presiding over a territory which was a de- 
pendency of the United States, undertook to call 
out the militia, and went to war with the State of 
Missouri. And this was the bill asking Congress 
to pay the expenses of the militia so called out. 
The power to call out the militia of the country to 
resist invasion or to suppress Insurre ction was one 
of the most delicate and dangerous powers that 
could exist in a free government; and it was grant- 
ed by the Constitution to Congress, and to Con- 
cress alone. Should insurrection or invasion oc- 
cur, the Governor of a State might call out the 
militia, if authorized so to do by Congress. The 
Governor of lowa, instead of sending to the Presi- 
dent or consulting Congress, of his own mere mo- 
tion called outa military force, and made open war 
on the State of Missouri, an act for which he had 
no more authority than any member of that House. 
His government was an agency established for the 
convenience of the Union; it belonged to the United 
States; it was our government; the Governor was 
our agent; it was for Congress to say whether the 
militia of one of its Territories should be called out 
or not. 

Mr. DODGE appealed to Mr. Vinton to say 
whether, in the like circumstances, he should not 
have done the same thing? 

Mr. VINTON replied most emphatically in the 
negative. As it was a question which could be 
decided by Congress alone, he certainly should 
never undertake to decide it for himself. He should 
have, as a Territorial Governor, no such power. 
This Governor of lowa was, he believed, the same 
Mr. Lucas who had cut just the same sort of caper 
in Ohio. Mr. V. had been opposed to both pro- 
ceedings. ‘This was no mere question of dollars 
and cents; it was a question of principle, and one 
of the deepest moment. The appropriation of 
$10,000 was nothing; the principle was everything. 
Let such a power as this once be recognised in the 
Governor of a Territory, and by and by we should 
have a little Territorial Governor away off in Ore- 
gon, or California, (if we got it,) who would un- 
dertake to make war at his own discretion. Were 
gentlemen prepared to foot his bills? Pass this 
bill, and it would become a precedent to authorize 
internal war on every petty dispute between two 
States as to their boundary. 
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_ President in 1839. 


In this ease there could be no plea of alleged 
necessity. What if Missouri did levy a tax when 
the people of lowa thought she had no right to do 
it; Was that a cause to justify the she dding of 
blood?) The fact oueht to nave been immediately 
reported to the President, that by him it might be 
submitted to Congress. That’ was the pacific, 
the proper, the constitutional course; but instead 
of this, the Governor of lowa had called on the 
people to stand to thei arms and fieht the State 
of Missouri. The gentleman from lowa said it 
was the duty of the Governor to execute the laws; 


‘ 


’ 


that Was a question which belonged to Congress 
one. It was for Congress to say how its laws 
should be executed withini 


sown territory. There 
was no safety for the public 


power to eall out troops was 


hi nds. 


liberty when the 
riven to wny other 
It belonged to the United States to say 
whether these pr ople should yie ld to the authority 
of the Legislature of Missouri or not. This was 
a question that did not belone to the Governor of 
lowa; no, nor to the peopl of lowaeither. When 
i similar case had occurred between Michigan and 
Ohio, the Michigan troops were not paid, and he 
believed they remained unpaid to this day; and so 
he trasted they would always remain. In the last 
Congress a communication was made by the Gov- 
ernor of Wisconsin, and certain resolutions had 
been p 


rics, 


ssed by her Levislature as to her bounda- 
It was said that the United States Govern- 
ment had given up part of Wisconsin to the States 
of Indiana and Ulinois, and in forming the new 
State of Michigan they had invaded the ‘Territory 
of Wis , and he gave us notice that if we did 
not give it back, he would fight the whole of us. 
True, it was an unequal contest, but the people of 
Wisconsin would appeal to the God of battles. 
{ Laughter. | 

Mr. DODGE. 

Mr. VINTON. 


so far. 


Osi 


But this was not Lowa. 

No; lowa had not got quite 
But he cited this as an example to show 
what would come of allowing such doctrines to 
prevail, Missouri was ready to fight the United 
States, Michigan, [linois, Indiana, yes, and Great 
Britain, too; she was ready to meet the whole of 
them. Let the doctrine be sanctioned by Congress, 
and these forays would soon be abundant among 
us. They were all revolutionary in principle; and 
whoever was a friend to free government, to true 
and regulated liberty, was bound to set his face 
against them. If we would preserve our freedom, 
letus keep a jealous eye on this power of calling 
out the militia, 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, said he should 
be very far from calling in question the truth or wis- 
dom of the principles laid down by the able gen tle- 
man from Ohio. He admitted them all. But he 
rose to call the attention of the House to the fact 
that the Governors of lowa and Michigan were of- 
ficers of the United States Government; and he 
submitted to the Llouse whether they ought not to 
pay the unoffending citizens from whom these Gov- 
ernment officers had taken their corn and their pork 
atthe point of the bayonet? Assuredly these peo- 
ple ought to be paid. Ele would not say that the 
Governor of lowa was right in what he had done; 
he did notask the Elouse to appropriate for the 
pay of the officers and men; all he pleaded for was 
that these farmers should not be allowed to suffer 
by what they could not prevent or resist. 

Mr. VINTON said these officers had been mere 
trespassers, and were liable for what they had done. 

Mr. DODGE, in extenuation, if not in vindica- 
tion of what Governor Lucas had done, stated that 
he did write to the Secretary of State (and he quo- 
ted the letter) asking for instructions from the 
And as to Congress deciding 
the matter, Congress had never decided it to this 
day. A bill had once, indeed, passed by a ma- 
jority of two-thirds; but that was in the absence of 
‘the gentleman from Ohio. Ever since that ever- 
vigilant gentleman had returned to his seat in the 
House, he had whipped Mr. D. upon the bill when- 
ever it came up. Mr. D. defended the course of 
the Governor, insisting that he had done no more 
than his duty. Ile concluded by demanding the 
previous question; which, being seconded, ; 

The question was put on the recommendation of 
the Committee of the Whole that the bill be re- 
jected; and it passed in the affirmative. 

And so the bill was rejected. 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
The bill to enable the people of Wisconsin Ter- 
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ritory to form aconstitubon and State government, 
and for the admission of such State ito the Union, 
was next taken up. 

The amendments adopted in Committee of the 
Whole were read and concurred in. 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved an 
which, he stated, had been agrecd upon between 
the members of the State of Michig Dele- 


amendme nt, 


uname the 


gate of Wisconsin, to that part of the first section 
which defines the boundaries of the new State. 

Mr. MeCLELLND also moved to amend the 
bill by mmsertiu therein a new Fecuonh, as the sec- 
ond section of the bill, as follows: 

* That the lands bercby granted slnd! not be conveyed or 
disposed of by said Territory, or any Bt to be formed 
by the same, ex epla id improvement shall progr 
that is, the said ‘Perrnitory or State u sell so mucho id 
lands as shall produce the sam of *390,000, and then the sales 
shall ecense, until the Governor of said Territory or State 
shatl certify the fret to the President of the Usted Stites 
that one-halfof said eum bas been expended upon said in 
provement, when the said Territory or State noma ell and 
convey a quantity of the residue o ard lands -utfherent to 
replace the aunrount expended ad thus the sales shialbin 
grees as the proceeds thereot all be expend mid the fact 
of euch expenditure eliaall be tified as atoresaid.’ 

After some conversation 

Both the ame vlipents moved by Mr. MeCie.- 
LAND were arreed to, 

The other rie 


ndments reported from the Com 
mittee of the Whok j 
And the ball Wis 


reud a third tir ie, 


eon red bil. 


eyed to be envro ed and 


And bene enero sed, it w orthwith re id the 
third time and passed, 

Ata sul jient period of the day’s session, a 
motion was made by Mr. ROCK WELL, of Con- 
nectreat, that the Ho reece ler t} ote by 
which this bill was peal ead The bootie Was €hi 
tered and laid over, to be hereafter considered, 

The SPEAKER announced that the rectal or 
der on ‘Territorial business was here concluded. 

Mr. HUNTER immediately moved that the 
rule prescribing the order of business be sus 


pended, and that the Tlouse proceed to the con- 
sideration of business relating to. the 
Columbia 

Mr. HOPKINS said he hoped not 

ru 

he questi mm wa put, and the Mmoloh Was ne 
atived 


it 


supdry bills from the Senate were the 


t and BCC 


ntakenup 


and read the fir md time, and referred a 
follows: 


The bill to pr wide 


satistaction of claings of 


for the ascertainment and 
American citizens for spo- 
hations committed by the Krench prior to the sist 


July, 1801, to the Committee on Foreign A ilnirs. 


hae bill Qppropriating gaiternate sections of the 
i. ; 
pubiie tands for the lmiprovement ol Pearl river, 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Phe bill fou the relief of Asenath ¢ anuey to the 


Comunittee on the 


Publhie Lands. 


a he blouse proceeded to conside r the messace 


from the Senate notifying the disagreement of the 
Senate to the amendment of this House to the bill 
for the uppomtment of an additional number of 
payriasters i the army, 

Mr. HARALSON moved that the House recede 
from its amendment. Negatived, 

Mr. MecCLELLAND moved that the 
insist on its amendment. 

And the question bein; 
firmative. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND sue 
of the Military Committee to ask a conference, 
saying that from what he had heard from Senators 
he had no doubt the bill could be so modified as to 
suit the views of both Llouses. 

Mr. HARALSON moved thata conference he 
asked of the Senate on the disavreeinge votes of the 
two Houses; which was agreed to. 


Llouse 
put, it passed in the af- 


rested to the chairman 


Reports of committees being in order— 


rr ; 
he House proceeded to the consideration of 


the report made some wee ks arco by a Select Com- 
mittee, of which Mr. Gorpon was chairman, upon 
the subject of purchase and distribution of a tenth 
volume of the laws of the United States. 

‘The committee recommend to the House the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

Re solved, That the Clerk of this House cause to 
he distributed the tenth volume of the laws of the 
United States in the same manner as the eighth and 
ninth volumes were distributed. : 

Mr. THURMAN moved to add to the resolu- 
tion the following: 


1) strict of 
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** Provided, That none of such volumes shall be 
distributed to members of ¢ ‘onere ss.”? 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved the previous question. 

Mr. COBB asked Mr. D. to withdraw the mo- 
wished to move an amendment to the 
resolution of the committee as well as to discuss 


tion, as he 


‘ 


the sunypect, 
Mr. DAVIS said he would do so if he could 
then be permitted to make a report from the Com- 
mittee on Publie Printing. 
Mr. COBB could not enter toto the stipulation, 
"hh s then put on the motion for the 
previous question, and it was not seconded. 
Mr. COBB then moved the following as a sub- 
stitute for the resolution reported by the commuit- 


question wa 


tee: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be, and hereby ts, di- 
rected to return to Messrs. J. & G.S. Gideon the 
1,600 copies of the 10th volume of the laws of the 
United States delivered to the Clerk by the said J. 
& G.S. Gideon. 

A debate arose on the report and resolution of 
thre electcormmittees the V W ¢ re Oppo dl by Messrs. 
COBB and WINTHROP, and supported by Mr. 
GORDON 

During the debate the hour allotted by the rules 


for the consideration of re por’ of comnuittees ex- 


pared, arse Like suisye tL went over unlit to-lborrow. 

Mir. LLOPKINS moved the following: 

Whereas William ‘T. Stewart, late messenger in 
of the Sereeant-at-Arnis in the Llouse of 
removed without any 
Ilouse: ‘Therefore 


the office 
ulive has been 
sufiiqrent cau kiown to the 
Resolved, 'T! 


to relistate Lise 


at the Serzgeant-at-Arms is hereby 
required said Stewart in the office 
ol messenger. 

The introduction of the resolution was olyjer ted 
to. 

Mr. HLOPKINS moved to suspend the rules, 
Which motion prevailed, two-thirds voung therefor. 

The resolution wa 

And Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous 
tion, but withdrew it at the re juest of 

Mr. BOYD, who called for the reading of the 
authority itinent of the messe neer, 

li was read by the Clerk, and 

Mr. BOYD oppose da the resolution. 

Mr. WOODWORTH moved an adjournment. 
Ne vatived, 

Mr. HOPKINS explainad the circumstances 
which, in his opinion, rendered the introduction of 
the resolution proper, and spoke in favorable terms 
of Mr. Stewart, whom he had known personally 
as an ollicer of this ELLouse, and a good and faith- 
tul oth ery too, duru e the time of his (Mr. H.’s) 
term of service in Congress, which was eleven 
years. Mr. Stewart’s teri of service, he believed, 
extended much beyond that period, probably 
twenty years. Mr. H. then entered somewhat at 
lars ito a support of his re solution. 

Mr. McK AY said the law which authorized the 
appointment of this messenger was limited to the 
vear 1544, and, of course, there was now no law 
rT cofnuising the officer. 

Mr. HOPKINS modified his resolution by leav- 
ing out the preamble, and making the resolution 


then received, 


ques- 


for the appon 
1} 


read as follows: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat William 'T. Stewart be and he 
hereby is declared to be the messenger of the Ser- 
ue ant-at-Arms of this HLouse. 

The debate on the reso} itlon was continued by 
Messrs. BOYD and KENNEDY against it, and 
by Mr. LEAKE in its support. 

“Mr. BOYD moved that the resolution be laid on 
the table. 

Pending which, a motion was made that when 
the House adjouras it will adjourn to meet at ten 
o'clock to-morrow forenoon. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. LINGERSOLL said the motion 
was ot 
the House was fixed by a standing order of the 
Llouse, it was not In order to entertain a motion to 
change it atany time except when resolutions or 
motions were m order; and he called upon the 
Speaker to decide the question, 

The SPEAKER said, that although the rule of 
the House provided that a motion to fix the day to 
which the House shall adjourn shall always be in 
order, it did not follow that a motion to chanye the 
hour already fixed was always in order; and he 
therefore sustained the objection raised by Mr. In- 
GERSOLL, and ruled the motion not in order at this 
time. 


in order. As the hour for the meeting of 
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An appeal was taken from this decision, and the 
ruling of the Chair was sustained by a fare; 


mha- 
jority. 
‘The question was put on Mr. Boypb’s motion +, 
lay Mr. Hopkins’s resolution on the table, and 


was lost. 

The resolution was further support d by Mes 
DROMGOOLE and LEAKE, and was 
by Mr. KENNEDY. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved the previous question 

Mr. HENLEY moved an adjournment. N; «5 
tive d. , 

‘The previous question was seconded, 

An adjournment was again moved, and jee 


Opposed 


: \- 
tived, 

The previous question was then put, ‘Shall t! 
main question be now put?’ and passed in ty 


affirmative. 

And the main question was put, that the Hous 
do agree to the resolution, and passed in the affiry)- 
ative, by yeas and nays: For the resolution 75. 
neainst it 46. 

And so the resolution was agreed to, and W}!- 
liam ‘I’. Stewart was declared to be the messenve; 
to the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Flouse. 

Mr. HENLEY immediately moved a reconsid 
eration of the vote agreeing to the resolution, and 
vave his reasous for the motion. 

Mr. LH. also moved an adjournment; which pre- 
vailed, 

And the House adjourned until to-morrow. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 10, 1846. 

Mr. GREENE presented the memorial of thy 
representatives of the yearly meeting of the Sc 
eties of Friends for New England, deprecating the 
( vils of war, and praying the adoption of measures 
for the perpetuation of peace; which he moved 
should be laid upon the table and printed. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved the reference of the 
motion to print to the Committee en Printing; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented a constitution for 
a State government, adopted by the people of th 
Territory of lowa, in convention, May 18, 1846 
which was referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries, and five thousand additional copie s were (0) 
motion of Mr. W.) ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following resolution; whieh was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to the Senate the aggregate a 
appropriated by Congress since the Ist of July, 
1836, forthe removal of bars and other obstiue- 
tions of mud, sand, &c., from the harbors and 
rivers of the United States; also, what proportion 
of such appropriation has been expended | 
dredging operations, including all expenses of such 
operations; also, the average cost per cubic yard 
in removing such obstructions. 

Mr. DIX moved the postponement of the prio 
orders of the day, in order to take up the Senat 
bill making alterations in the pay departnnent o 
the army, which had been sent from the House 
with sundry amendments, which, being disagreed 
to by the Senate had been insisted upon by the 
House, who had appointed a committee of conter- 
ence upon the disazreeing votes of the two Houses 
The motion to take up was agreed to. 

Mr. D. then moved the appointment by the 
Chair of a committee of conference on the part of 
the Senate: which motion being agreed to— _ 

The PRESIDENT nominated Senators Drx, 
Jounson, of Maryland, and Hovsron, as said 
committee. 

THE WAR WITH MEXICO. 


Mr. DIX then moved to take up the bill supple- 
mental to the act providing for the prosecuuon ol 
the war with Mexico. 

Mr. WEBSTER. The appropriate hour would 
be one o’clock. 

Mr. DIX said the bill had already been there 
five days, during which he had made several ine! 
fectual attempts to have the amendments of the 
House considered. There were now twenty-oie 


nou 


} 


ne 


regiments on the Rio Grande, and the bill ought to 
be disposed of at the earliest possible period. — 
Mr. WEBSTER did not desire to be consider- 
ed as opposed to the bill, but he was against taking 
up important measures and disposing of them du 
ring the morning hour, which was appropriated to 
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ther matters; and, besides, he thought nothing 
a Sea vained by such hasty proceeding. If the 
Senator would call up the bill at the hour of one, 
he should make no objection. es 

Mr. DIX then waived his motion, giving notice 
that he should call it up at one precisely. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Ojive and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of Wade Allen; which was read a first time. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- | 


mittee on Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
William Pittman; which was read a first time, 

Mr. J. also, from the same committee, reported 
without amendment the (House) bill for the relief 
of Josiah Parker, and the House bill for the relief 
of Orris Crosby. 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 


<ybmitted an adverse report upon the petition of 
ies Hillman; which was ordered to be printed. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. CASS observed that he desired to make an 
explanation, in some measure personal to himself. 
ina letter to the Secretary of War, from Gen- 
eral Gaines, dated September 10, 1843, published 
in the Union of to-day, that officer Says: 


} 
val 


«fam sure that no other description of proof ean be ad- | 


duced to put mem the wrong, but that of such creatures as 
ihave above deseribed, and such as those who condemned 
or my conduct in Florida, and upon the Sabine, in 1836, 
where Linade no requisition for volunteers or militia with- 
yt ihe express authority of President Jackson, as you may 
wee by the official correspondence of Mr. Secretary Cass, 
who was ever ready and willlag to put me in the wroug.”? 
Now, sir, | have but little to say upon this sub- 
ct, but that little shall be decisive. I have, no 
doubt, many errors to auswer for, without being 
charged with acts I did not commit. Jam notsen- 
sible that L ever had the slightest wish to put Gen- 
eral Gaines in the wrong. If he does not put him- 
i there, he will never be there by any effort of 
wine. With respect to the disavowal of his requi- 
sition, to Which he alludes, in 1836, when I was at 
the head of the War Department, I had no more 
eacy in it than I had in the recent proceedings in 
the South. I was not at the seat of Government 
atthetime. Mr. Harris was the acting Secretary, 
aud he reported the circumstances to General Jack- 


son, then at the Hermitage, who immediately dis- | 


vowed the requisition, and directed the discharge 
he troops. I will read the letter he wrote to 


of the 


an honorable Senator, then Governor of Ken- 


tucky: 


* HERMITAGE, August 7, 1836. 

“Sir: Arriving at this place on the evening of the 5th 
nstant, 1 was made acquainted with the requisition of 
Gueral Gaines on the Governors of Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana, for 1,000 men from each State. 
The letter of General Gaines, and the proclamation of Gov- 
eruor Cannon, of Tennessee, made known the basis of this 
rquiition. Regarding the reasons assigned by General 
{dues hot Consistent wilh the relations which we have 
waintained with Mexico, since the existence of the civil 
war in Texas, or with those which it is our duty and wish 


treultivate with that Government, as long as it observes | 


ood fut and friendship in its intercourse with the United 
Stites, | feel myself called on to inform you that that requi- 
“lon has not received my approbation, and that I trust, if 
tvemen called tor have been brougiit into the field, you will 


lortawith cause them to be mustered and discharged, and | 
«val forfurther orders from the General Government in | 


respect to any other requisition for the militia. 

“The ten thousand voluuteers authorized by the late act 
© Congress have been apportioned among the States and 
lerritories nearest to the theagge: of actual or apprehended 


hostilities from the Indians. ‘They are considered sufiicient, || 


combined with the regular troops, to maintain the peace of 
the 


with the Creeks and Seminoles. 


Missouri had received orders to be organized and held in 
feadiness for one year’s service, should the emergency 
olse making their employment necessary on the frontier 
how commanded by hun. 
b'sent requisition of General Gaines still mure unaccount- 
vile, particularly as it is believed that our western frontier 
how tranquil. Under these circum-tances you will please 
‘alse the troops called for by the requisition in question, if 
tiey have beeu raised, to be discharged. ‘They will be paid 
; - wid a appropriation hy Congress can be obtained for 

“Lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

# * ANDREW JACKSON. 
“To his Excellency Mr. Morenea D, 
** Governor of Kentucky.” 

P I suppose I need no other defence against this 
naree, 

1 he following resolution, submitted yesterday 
y Mr. Yunee, came up: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 


lrontier, and to terminate the war which now exists | 


; All of them have not been | 
ronght into the field; but General Gaines was notified that | 
‘ve thousaud volunteers in Arkansas and one thousand in | 


This circumstance makes the | 


‘THE 


‘ce and Post Roads be directed to inquire into the | 


best means of establishing a regular communica- 
tion by mail between St. Augustine and Key West, 
and between Key West and Pensacola; and par- 
ticularly whether the steamers connected with the 
revenue service can be employed in such purpose 
without injury to the public service. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON sugested a modifiation, 
which he thought would render the resolution 
more comprehensive, to which Mr. YULEE as- 
sented; and, at the suggestion of Mr. WEST- 
COTT, there was another slight modification, and 
the resolution as adopted now reads as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be directed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing etfectual means for estab- 
lishing a regular communication by mail between 
St. Augustine and Key West, and between Key 
West and Pensacola, or other port on the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Turney, was then read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expedicucy 
of exempting from arrest and seizure the persons 
and property of volunteers, for debt, during their 
continuance in the military service of tie United 
States. 

Mr. BENTON thought the Military Committee 
Was not the proper place for its consideration, — If 
sent anywhere, it should go to the Committee on 
the Judiciary; but, in his opinion, the resoluuon 
ought not to go to any commiitee, 

Mr. "TURNEY had no objection to modify it so 
as to send it to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
It was a mere matter of inquiry into the expedi- 


| ency of the measure. 


Mr. BERRIEN thought it very questionable 
whether it ought to be aaopted, ws it suggested a 
question whether it would not be an interierence 
with the judicial proceedings of Statess 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to amend 
it so as to inquire “into the authorities,”? &e. 
His own impression was that there was no such 
power. 

‘Lhe amendment of Mr. Jounson having been 
agreed to, the question was taken on the resolution 


| as amended, and it was rejected. 


Mr. PENNYBACKER moved a postponement 
of the prior orders of the day, in order to take up 
a bill for the relief of Joseph Watson; which mo- 
tion was not agreed to. 

The (House) bill to amend the act entitled “An 
act to grant a quantity of land to the ‘Territory of 
Wisconsin, for the purpose of aiding in opening a 
canal to connect the waters of Lake Michigan with 
those of Rock river,” was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Public 


| Lands. 


The (House) bil! directing the President of the 
United States to sell the reserved mineral lands in 
the States of [linois and Arkansas and ‘Territories 
of Wisconsin and lowa, was read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

Mr. BREESE suggested that there was no ne- 
cessity for the reference of the above bill, as the 
Committee on Public Lands had fully considered 
and reported upon the subject, and the bill was or- 


| dered to be placed among the general orders. 


On motion, by Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill for the relief 


of Elijah White; and no amendment being oflered | 


thereto, it was reported to the Senate; when 

Senators JARNAGLN and PEARCE opposed 
the bill,and Mr. ATCHISON advocated the claim 
of Mr. White. 

Pending the discussion, the hour of one o’clock 
having arrived, 

On motion of Mr. DIX, the further considera- 
tion of the subject was postponed until to-morrow, 


‘| in order to take up the 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The motion to postpone being agreed to, the 
Senate resumed the consideration of the (Senate) 
act supplemental to an act entitled ** An act provi- 
ding for the prosecution of the existing war with 
Mexico,’’ which had been returned from the House 
of Representatives with sundry amendments, 

The first amendment was to authorize the ap- 
pointment of one major general instead of two, as 
the bill originally proposed; and two brigadier 
generals in place of four. 
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Mr. DIX stated that the Committee on Military 
Aifairs had had the bill and amendments infor- 
mally under thetr consideration, and had examined 
the amendments critically, and had come to the 
conclusion that it was inexped'ent to agree to them. 
He moved, therefore, that the Senate disagree to 
all the amendments. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON proposed to offer an 
amendment to one of the amendments of the House. 
He thought it would be well to see what modifica- 
tion the Senate might be disposed to make in re- 
gard to those amendments, before taking the ques- 
uon upon agreeirne or disagree hie to them; as, 1m 
ease they were disagreed to, and a committee of 
conference appointed, they would afterwards have 
only the recommendation of the committee to vote 
upon, without any question being taken upon a 
modification. With this view, when the second 
amendment came to be considered, he would move 
a modification of it. He hoped the question would 
be taken on the several amendments separately. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he was in favor of agree- 
ing to the amendments of the House. He thought 
ove more major general and two more brigadier 
generals would be enough, especially if their chief 
employment was to be in carrying on a correspond- 
ence with the War Department instead of fighting. 
Hie could see no necessity for a greater number; 


besides, the expense would be considerable. ‘They 
were going on increasing their expenses thousands 
after thousands without any actual necessity to 
warrant it. Ile asked for the yeas and nays on 
the question, and they were ordered. 

Mr. DAYTON inquired whether the amend- 
ments did not inelude also a diminution of the num- 
ber of general officers at the close of the war? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said it was that portion 
of the amendments which he wished to modify. 

Mr. DIX observed that this bill was the bill of 
the Administration ; and he was prepared to vote 
for all the necessary provisions of law, and for all 
the supplies of men and money, which the Admin- 
istration demanded to enable them to prosecute the 
war with vigor and success. He was opposed, 
therefore, to all the amendments made by the 
Liouse. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he would do no such 
thing as the Senator from New York suggested; 
he would vote for such measures as he thought 


just and proper for the promotion of the interests 


of the country, whether they were recommended 
by the Administration or not. 

Mr. WESTCOTT expressed his astonishment 
at the extraordinary declaration of the Senator 
from New York. He had seen nothing officially 
communicated to the Senate indicating that this 
was the bill of the Administration. If there had 
been any communication from the Executive by 
which the responsibility of recommending the ap- 
pointment of six general officers was assumed, he 
would like to have it pointed out, so that it might 
be clearly understood. If the Administration were 
to make a recommendation, openly and above- 
board, with the superior knowledge which they 
necessarily possessed as to what was necessary to 
be done, and take the responsibility of such recome 
mendation, it would goa great way with him in 
inducing him to vote forit. Though he recognised 
the rule laid down by the Senator from Kentucky, 
that in all matters of legislation a Senator should 
be goverened by his own conscience, yet such 
recommendation would be evidence to him that it 
was right. But he had no idea of giving his vote 
unqualifiedly and unreservedly to a measure, under 
the supposition of its being desired by the Admin- 
istration, unless the Administration were prepared 
by direct and unequivocal communication to as- 
sume the responsibility. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said, the Senator from Florida 
had laid down a most extraordinary doctrine. It 
had been the practice from the commencement of 
the Government for committees to call upon the 
heads of departments for details. He did not rec- 
ollect of a call having ever been made upon the 
President concerning matters of detail. 

The question was then taken upon the firat 


amendment, and it was disagreed to, as follows: 


Y EAS—Meassrs. Archer, Berrien, Thomas Clayton, John 
M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Huntington, 
Johnson ot Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, 
Pearce, Phelps, Upham, Westeott, and Woodbridge—19. 

NAY S—Messrs. Alien, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, Dickinson, 
Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, Houston, Jarnagin, 
Jenness, Johnson of Maryland, Lewis, MeDuftie, Penny- 
backer, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Turney, and Yulee—26. 
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To the second amendment of the House, which 
provides that the President shall, at the termina- 
tion of the war, dismiss from service, &c., Mr. 
HUNTINGTON proposed the following modifi- 
cauion: 

‘That it shall be the duty of the President, by 
‘and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
‘discharge such of the general officers who may 
*be then in service as will be necessary to ac com- 
* plish said reduction.”” 

Mr. HUNTINGTON explained the object of 
hisamendment. The appomting power and the 
power of dismissal ought to be imdivisible.  Offi- 
cers would feel themselves more safe in the hands 
of the Senate, than in those of the Executive. By 
his amendment, the responsibility of these remo- 
vals would be transferred from the President alone. 
They ought to rest both in the same hands. The 
power of Appomtmernnt of these eveneral officers 
being exercised by the President in conjunction 
with the Senate, their removal ought only to be 
etlected by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate ‘The amendment of the Elouse would 
enable the Presid nt, if he were so d posed, to 
oversiaugh all the old and tried and eallant ¢en- 
t ral . 

Mr. MILLER said he trusted the amendments 
of the House would not receive the concurrence 
of the Senate. If, however, they were to be 
adopted, the modification proposed by the Senator 
from Connecticut would be very essential. 

Mr. ALLEN said he was quite satisfied with 
the bill as it went to the Hlouse: and he was, nev- 
ertheless, not entirely dissatisfied with the amend- 
ments made by the House. With a slight modi- 
fication, he would find no diflicalty in voting for 
them. He was opposed to the amendment to the 
House amendment now proposed by the Senator 
from Connecticut, because, if they were to chanve 
the practice with regard to re mnovals from office, 
they would soon find it necessary to change an- 
other practice—the practice of adjourning Con- 
gress. ‘They would have to keep the Senate in 
perpetual Session, The Senate was usually in 
session about nme months out of twe nty-four; and 
if the power of removal in each case we re to require 
the action of that body, there could be no removals 
made except during nine months in the course of 
every two years, or else the Senate would have to 
become a sort of perpetual cabinet council. 

There was one modification of the LLouse amend- 
ments which he would propose, and it was to 
strike out the words *‘at the end of the war with 
Mexico,’’ and insert **upon the restoration of 
peace;’’ because they might, before they got through 
with this one, have a war upon the ir hands with 
some other nation. He was not at all certain as 
to what the existing state of thines would bring 
about; he was not sure but that Eneland would 
take conrage from the exhibition that had been 
made within the last six months; ay, take courage 
to lay her hands upon California. “He was by no 
means certain that such an idea had not before 
this been ripened into a fixed pohtey on the part of 
Great Britain. [le was not sure but she had an 
expedition even now directed to that point. They 
had been told by distinguished statesinen during 
this session that Great Britain would fieht fora 
strip of country lying between forty-nine and filty- 
four decrees of north latitude. If she would fieht 
for this, what would she do for California? Tle 
gave no opinion as to what would happen, for it 
was impossible to foretel what turn events micht 
take. 

In consequence of some ebservations that were 
made, at the commencement of the session and 
afterwards, in regard to the defences of the coun- 
try in the event of a war, those who made those 
observations were denounced as the war party, and 
language was put into their mouths which they 
never used; such as that they desired to prepare 
the hearts of the people for war; and strong eflorts 
were made to stamp them as a war party, as being 
desirous of promoting a war in order to give as- 
cendency to the opposite party, yet, so far as were 
events beyond the control of any party, that war 
burst upon them without any such agency as was 
erroneously imputed to those who were siinply de- 
sirous of being prepared. A war forced itself upon 
thei, against the expectation and the wish of all. 
Might they not, then, justly anticipate the oecur- 
rence of similar unforeseen events? At a proper 
ume he would move the modification which he had 
suggested. 
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Mr. MOREHEAD said he was happy to con- 


gratulate the House and the country upon the re- | 


cognition, as presented in the amendments of the 
House, of the existence of the power in Congress 
to control removals as well as appointments. The 
amendments of the House asserted the power to 
be in Congress, because they were intended as 
granting the power to the President. Mr. M. then 
gave a history of the former proceeding of Con- 
eress in regard to this matter, showing that the 
power had heretofore been considered as belonging 
to Convress. 
A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States; and thereupon, on 
motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, (who suspended his 
remarks,) the further consideration of the bill was 
postnoned, and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of Executive business, and continued in 
session untilalate hour of the day; when they 
adjourned, to meet at eleven o’clock, to-morrow; a 
resolution to that effect having been adopted in 
[Executive session, on motion of Mr. Sevier. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, Jure 10, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday (having been read in 
part only) was app wed. 

Mr. KAUFMAN introduced to the House Mr. 
TT’. Punpspuny, member elect from the State of 
Texas, who was qualified and took his seat. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL rose, he said, to a 

rivileged question. 

The SPEAKER. There is already a privileged 
question pending—the motion of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Heniey] to reconsider the re- 
solution adopted immediately previous to the ad- 
journment of the House last evening. 

Mr. COCKE asked leave to present a petition. 

Objected to. 

Mr. HARALSON made an ineffectual effort to 
introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into and report upon the pro- 
priety of paying the citizens of Alabama, Georgia, 
and Florida, who lost property by the Indian 
hostilities in 1836, the amounts which they were 
respectively reported to have sustained loss by 
commissioners appointed for that purpose, or such 
other amounts each as the principles of justice shall 
seem to entitle them. 

THE SECRET SERVICE FUND. 

Mr. S. JONES, from the Select Committee on 
the subject, asked leave to introduce the following 
resolution: 

Whereas a part of the testimony taken by the 
Select Committee appointed to inquire into the 
charges preferred by the Hon. Charles J. Inger- 
soll agrainst the Hon. Daniel Webster, has been 
copied into the minority report made by one of 
that committee, and ordered to be printed by the 
Llouse; therefore, 

Resolved, That all the testimony taken by said 
committee be printed with the majority report, 

Mr. BRINK ERHOFE said that the resolution 
with which the minority report presented by him- 
self yesterday concluded, provided for this very 
printing; and he suggested that that resolution 
should be taken from the Speaker’s table, where 
it had yesterday been laid by a vote of the Hlouse, 
and be passe a: ‘ 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the re- 
ception of the resolution, 

Mr. BRINKERHOFE, IT hope the Chair does 
not understand me as objecting. 

The SPEAKER. No; the objection comes from 
another part of the House, 


Mr. SEABORN JONES moved a suspension of 


the rules. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in or- 
der, because the House was already acting under 
a suspension of the rules in relation to the resolu- 
tion adopted last evening. 

So the resolution was not received. 

On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, (on leave,) 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Martha 
Clarke be withdrawn from the files of the House. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of last evening, being the mo- 
tion of Mr. Hen ey to reconsider the vote by 
winch the following modified resolution of Mr. 
Hopkins had been adopted: 

Resolved, That William T. Stewart be, and he ’ 
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is hereb declared, messenger of the Sergeant-a: 
Arms of this House, &c. 

Some discussion followed, (involving the Jay 
regulating the appointment, the causes of remoy.! 
&c.,) which was participated in by Messrs. HEN’ 
LEY and SEABORN JONES in favor of the ye. 
consideration, and by Mr. LEAKE and M 
BOYD in explanation. 

Mr. RATHBUN then demanded the previou 
question. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked him to withdraw 4) 
demand. 

Mr. RA'TTHBUN said he would withdraw it on 
a pledge of renewal. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE declining to give the pled: 
the motion was not withdrawn. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to lay the motion to ys 
consider on the table; but withdrew the motion 

Mr. HOPKINS renewed it. 

Mr. KENNEDY asked the yeas and nays 
which were ordered. i 

Some conversation followed as to the effect of 1). 
motion to lay on the table, should it prevail, on ty 
resolution adopted last evening. 

The SPEAKER explained that the res: 
would remain in force. 

The question was then taken, and decided in tly 
aflirmative—yeas 85, nays 80. 

So the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution had been adopted, was laid on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER announced the business first jy 
order to be the resolution reported by Mr. Gorpoy 
from the select committee in relation to the dist: 
bution of the tenth volume of the lawsof the United 
States. 

Mr. WINTHROP being entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved that the rules of 
the House be suspended, for the purpose of taking 
up and disposing of the resolution submitted hy 
himself yesterday, providing for the printing of th: 
testimony and exhibits taken before the select eom- 
mittee on the subject. 


STATE GOVERNMENT FOR WISCONSIN. 


Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL rose and called up 
the motion submitted by him yesterday to recon- 
sider the vote by which the House had passed the 
bill ** to enable the people of Wisconsin to form a 
constitution and State government, and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union.” 

Mr. BRINKERHOFEF claimed that he had the 
floor, and that his motion had the priority. 

The SPEAKER said it had been usual to tak: 

/up a motion to reconsider (which was a privileged 
motion) in preference to any other business. 

Mr. HOGE moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The motion was not entertained, because the floor 
was the property of 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, who placed his 
motion on the ground that a proviso inserted in Lie 
bill, on motion of the Delegate from Wisconsin, 
contained provisions and gave a power to the con 
vention of Wisconsin of which the House had not 
been aware, and which, when understood, it never 
would sanction. ‘The proviso, as worded, left it 
discretionary with the convention to fix such boun 
daries to the new State on the north and west as 
it should deem expedient; and the phraseology was 
so loose and undefined, that the convention mig 
include the whole of the residue of the northwest- 
ern territory within the State of Wisconsin. Phe 
terms employed were ambiguous. They mighé 
mean either that the convention might take the 
whole territory of Wisconsin, or they might take 
elsewhere territory equal to itin size. ‘They might 
take the whole bank of the Mississippi northward! y, 
or they might bound the State by straight lines 
selecting the best land where they pleased, and 
leaving out the residue. This would certainly he 
contrary to the intent of the Committee on Te rr 
tories, as well as to the understanding of nin 
tenths of the members of the House. cee 

Mr. R. had no desire improperly to limit Uy 
new State. He did not wish to confine her within 
narrow limits, but, on the contrary, thought it de- 
sirable that her boundaries should be ample; y«' 
he thoucht that the remarks of the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Vinton) had great force, and were er 
titled to deep consideration. The assigning 
these new States territories disproportionate'y 
larze would be eminently injurious both to them 
and to the Union at large. Mr. R. had not op 
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nosed any of the just claims of Wisconsin. He 
had voted in favor of all such accommodations as 
she had asked fur, in the way of roads and har- 
bors; but there ought to be some limit to this com- 
pliance, and especially as to the extent of territory. 
He should follow his motion for reconsideration 
with another to recommit the bill, with instruc- 
tions that the proviso be stricken out. 

Mr. THURMAN entirely coincided with the 
views Which had just been expressed by the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut. He, too, thought that 
the proviso ought to be stricken out. The bill, as 
i, stood, gave permission to the convention of Wis- 
consin to make a new State, which should contain 
sixty-eight thousand square miles. Flad the House 
anv dea of conferring a power of thiskind? Would 
it assent to the creation of a new State, with a ter- 
ritory of sixty-eight thousand square miles? He 
joned not. And he trusted that no gentleman 
would be influenced by the idea that he was com- 


pelled to do this by the ordinance of ’87. » That 


ordinance required no such thine, its power in that | 


respect having been superseded by the Constitu- 
ton. We had enough of the northwest territory 
still left, unenclosed, to form two good States; or 
if it was not quite enough for that purpose, it would 
be easy to add a little territory on the west bank 
of the Mississippi. But the bill, as it stood, would 
enable the convention so to cut up the territory, 
that enough of it should not be left together to form 
any other State. No doubt the people of Wiscon- 
sin would be even content that the doctrine con- 
tended for by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
DromGooLe] should prevail; because, according to 
that doctrine, as four States had already been form- 
ed northwest of the Ohio river, but one more could 
be, and this must therefore swallow up the whole 
of the residue of the territory. 
coincided in the views expressed on the general 
subject of the size of the new States, which had 
been so ably expressed by his colleague, [Mr. Vin- 
ron.| Nothing could be more just—nothing more 
statesmanlike or wise. : 

Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin, contended that, 
in the ordinance of ’87, there were some points 
which were irrepealable, unless by common con- 
sent. One of these was, that Congress should not 
form the northwestern territory into less than three 
nor more than five States. It had already erected 
four States; it could not erect. more than a fifth, 
unless by general consent. It was admitted on all 
hands that this provision of the ordinance could 
not be changed. The proviso which it was now 
proposed to strike out, had been inserted in the bill 
on his motion; and all it did; was to declare, that 
the consent of Wisconsin should be given before 
her boundaries should be changed. That was the 
question, and the whole question. 

Mr. VINTON said that when this bill had been 
under consideration yesterday, his impression was 
that the western boundary of Wisconsin, as there 
lad down, coincided with the western boundary 
of the United States in that quarter; but he had 
this morning looked into the law, and he found 
that in that impression he had been mistaken. By 
the treaty of 1783, which recognised the independ- 
ence of the United States, the western boundary of 
the Union was to commence at the Lake of the 
Woods, and run thence by a straight line to the 
source of the Mississippi, and then down that 
river. ‘The map of Mr. Nicolet, which had been 
before the Committee on the Territories when the 
bill was drawn up, fell two degrees short of ex- 
tending to the Lake of the Woods. By compa- 
ring the aet which created the Territory of Wis- 
consin with Tanner’s and Melish’s maps, he found 
that a line drawn from the souree of the Missis- 
sippi due north to the latitude of 49°, (which was 
there the boundary of the United States,) would 
pass eighty miles west of the Lake of the Woods, 
and would include a considerable portion of what 
we had purchased in the Territory of Louisiana; 
so that, in any way in which the language of the 
act could be carried out, Wisconsin would have 
for her western boundary a line at least one thou- 
sand miles inlength. The bill passed the House, 
as Mr. V. believed, under a general idea that the 
houndary of the new State was to coincide with 
the old western boundary of the United States; 
and he presumed that the gentleman from Illinois, 
(Mr. Dovenass,] who had drawn the bill, was him- 
self under that impression; but the fact was that, 

according to the phraseology of the proviso, Wis- 
consin would embrace not only all the residue 


Mr. T. entirely | 
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of the old northwest territory, but a great 
more. 

Mr. DOUGLASS explained, stating that he had 
not reported the bill with its present territorial 
boundary. Its western boundary, as he marked 
itout, was to be the Mississippi river as high up 
asa point opposite the head ‘of Lake Superior, 
which would leave as much of the northwest ter- 
ritory out of the State of Wisconsin as in It, so as 


deal 


| to form a new State equal to it in size, 


Mr. VINTON said that, as the proviso now 
stood, a convention of the people of Wisconsin 
would be enabled to embrace within their proposed 
State not only all the remnant of the northwest ter- 


| ritory, but also a portion of the Unite d States land 


| pared to consent to this. 


which we had obtained as a part of Louisiana. 
Mr. V. was very sure that no gentleman was pre- 
He trusted that the 
House would reconsider, and that the proviso 
would be stricken out or greatly modified. 

Mr. DILLINGHAM considered the proviso as 
very objectionable; but it had heen re peate dly read, 
and it was adopted by the House. Mr. D. had 


| voted for it, but he had no conception at the time 


lof what its effect would be. 


| be at the distance of two thousand 


| pleased, in three distinct and separate bodies of 


He now found that 
it would give to the new State of Wisconsin an 
amount of frontier equal to a thousand miles, and 
that there might be points within it which would 
miles from 
the seat of Government. Its shape would be most 
inconvenient and most unnatural. According 
to the power given in the proviso, the convention 
micht take their amount of territory, if they so 


land, and place them in such a manner as to ruin 


lall fitness of the territory between to form a com- 
| pact or connected State. He was utterly opposed 


to this gerrymandering system, and he hoped that 
the motion to reconsider would prevail 

Mr. SAWYER moved the previous question, 
which was seconded; and it was put, viz: ** Shall 
the main question be now put?’’ and passed in the 


| affirmative. 


And the main question was immediately put by 


| yeas and nays, that the House do reconsider the 


vote passing the said bill. 

ative: Yeas 125, nays 45. 
So the vote to pass the bill was reconsidered. 
Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL then moved to recon- 


sider the vote ordering the bill to be engrossed and 


It passed in the affirm- 


read a third time; and he also moved the previous | 


question, which was seconded; and, under its 


| operation, the question was put, and the vote was 
| reconsidered. 


Mr. ROCKWELL also moved a reconsideration 


| of the vote by which the following proviso was 
| adopted, viz: 


Provided, That the convention which may assemble to 
form a constitution for said State shall be at liberty to adopt 


| such northern and western boundaries, in /ieu of those herein 
| prescribed, as may be deemed expedient, not exceeding, 
| however, the present limits of the said Territory. 


This motion to reconsider also prevailed. 

The question then again recurred on the adop- 
tion of that proviso. 

Mr. ROCKWELL moved the previous question. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin, asked him to 
withdraw it, to enable him to move as a substitute 
for the exceptionable proviso a new proviso. 

Mr. ROCKWELL said he should like to hear 


| it read before he yielded to the request. 


It was read; when 
Mr. ROCKWELL said he could not withdraw 


| his motion for the previous question to let that pro- 


viso in. 
The previous question was then seconded, and 


| the main question was ordered to be now put. 


And the main question was put, first, on the ex- 
ceptionable proviso, and it was rejected by a very 


| large vote, without count or division. 


And the main question was put, secondly, on 


| again ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a 


third time, and passed in the affirmative. 

The bill was again read the third time, and the 
question was stated, Shall it pass? when 

Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin, moved that the 
bill be laid on the table. Negatived. 

And the bill was then passed, and sent to the 
Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. A. D. SIMS asked the House to take up 


| the business relating to the District of Columbia. 


And, on his motion, the House resolved itself 


| into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


| 
1 


Union, (Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the Chair.) 
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Mr. G. S. HOUSTON moved to take up the bill 
granting preemption rights to settlers on the public 
lands; but, at the instance of several members, so 
modified his motion as to move to take up the bill 
to graduate and reduce the price of the public lands. 
He said he did not wish to seem to supersede the 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, {Mr. 
McCrervann;} and he (Mr. H.) had, therefore, 
first moved the preémption bill. [t was well known 
that the graduation bill was a favorite measure with 
him. Ele considered both as very Important, and 
hoped they would both be prise d during this ses 
ston. He would, howe ver. modify his thotion, and 
hoped the committee would now take up, and PUSS 
the graduation bill. 

Mr. A. D. SIMS rave notice of his rinte ntron, 
should the motion of the gentleman trom Alabama 
{Mr. Hovsron} fail, to move to take up the biths 
relating to the District of Columbia. 


Mr. RATHEBUN said that if the motion of the 
centleman from Alabama failed, as he (Mr. R.) 
hoped it woul ] 


d do, he should move 
bill to reeulate the 


to take up th 
appointment of officers. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr 
HOUSTON, and by ayes 58, noes 74, tt was re- 
jeeted, 

So the committee refused to take up the bill. 

Mr. A. D. SUMS moved that the committee take 
up the bill to incorporate the Gas Company of the 
city of Washington. 

"The committee refused to take up the bill 

THE GOVERNMENT OFFICES. 

The question was now taken on the motion of 
Mr. RA'UVHBUN, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the committee proceeded to the consideration 
of the said bill, which was read, as follows: 


A BILL to regulate the appointinent of certain officers in 
the several departments of the United States Government 
in the city of Washington, and forthe more general and 
equal diffusion of such offices among the several States 
and Territories, and in the Distict of Columbia 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, Tivat 
heveatter all appointments of auditors, clerks, and wessen 
gers employed or to be employed in, or connected with, th 
Department of State, with the Treasury Department, the 
Navy Departinent, the War Departinent, and the Post Office 
Department, shall be appointed from the several Siates aud 
Territories of the United States, in proportion to the repre 
sentation of said States and Territories in the House of Rep 
resentatives ; and the District of Columlna shall be deemed, 
for this purpose, equal to one congressional district; and 
appointments shall be made for said District in the propor- 
tion and in the same manner as from said States and ‘Terr 
tories. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enected, That, m1 making the 
selections to fill the aforesaid ofPees, actual residents of the 
said several States and Territories and of the Distriet ot 
Columbia shall in all eases be selected and appomted, and, 


as far as practicable, sueh selections shall be made from the 
several congressional districts of said States. 
Sec. 3. dnd be it further enacted, That the auditors and 


clerks above mentioned who shall first be appointed under 
and by virtue of this act shall in ell eases, except as herein 
after provided, be so appointed for the term of four years 
which term shall commence on the first day of January and 
end on the thirty-first day of December tour years ther 
atter. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, Vhat the auditors who 
shall first be appointed under this aet shall be divided tte 
four classes, in such inanner as the President shall direct, to 
be designated first, second, third, and fourth class; the firet, 
second, and third class each to contain ome auditor, and the 
fourth class all the residue of said audiiors. ‘The auditor in 
the first class shall be appointed for a term ending on the 
thirty first day of Deceniber, in the year one thousand cight 
hundred and forty six; the second on the thirty-first day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred aud forty seven ; the 
third on the thirty-first day of December, thousand 
eight hundred and forty-eight; and the fourth class on the 
thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and torty-nine. 

Sec. 5. And heit further enacted, That the clerks to be 
appointed according to the provisions of this act shall be 
divided into four classes, as nearly equal in number as practi 


one 


_cable, and in such manner that cach of said States, Torn 


tories, and the District of Columbia, shall have its relittive 
proportion in each of said classes, as near as may be. ‘Phe 
term of office embraced in the first class shall expire on the 
thirty-first day of December. one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-six ; the second class on the thirty-first day of Deeen 

ber. one thousand eight hundred and forty seven; the third 
class on the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eigtit 
hundred and forty-eight; and the fourth class on the thirty 

first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and forty 

nine. 

Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That all the messengers 
to be employed in and about the said several departments 
shall in all cases, except as hereinafter provided, be appoint 
ed for a term of two years each, commencing on the first 
day of January, and ending on the thirty-first day of Decem- 
ber, two years thereafter. And it is further provided, that 
those first appointed shall be so appointed tor a term ending 
on the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hun 
dred and forty-seven. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the power of re- 
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moval shall remain as the same now is: Provided, howercr, 
That in case of the removal of any officer or person from 
any place or employment hereinbefore enumerated, and who 
«hall have been appointed under or in pursuance of this act, 
the cause of such removal shall be caused to be entered by 
the head of the department from which such removal shall 
be made, in a book to be provided by him for that purpose ; 
and in ail cases when required by ihe person so removed, he 


hall be furnished with a copy thereof, and the said book 
hall be open to Ube inspection of all such persons as desire 
to oxajpine tie same, 

Spe efnd he it further enacted, That in all cases of 
vacancy in any of the aforesaid oflices or employments, oc 


euring 1 aay manner, paruecular reference is to be had to 
pe Vir 
mn filling ean vacancy; 


aud it is turther provided 
that the person appomted to fill 


wud vacancy shall be so ap 


ported only to hoid tor the unexpired portion of the term of 


' ), And be it further enacted, That in all cases where 
the officers or employees in the aforesaid departinents, ex 
cepung the head or firet offeer tn each of the said depart- 
mente, shall comlinue ia office or employment fora period of 
‘ tyen receasively, such person or persons shall not be 

ippornted to any olfie o planes of tie same or equal grade, 


rinents, ote the expiration of two years 


evpiration of the last teom of office held 
ry such per oor pereons. 

The fiest section of the bill being under consid- 
‘ i i 


Mr. LEAKE indicatd, but did not 


press, an 


unencdine <1, W hich (hes ud) hye would okt c whe n 
tie till came into thre hiou 2. 
The second ssction being under consideration, 


On motion of Mr. RA'TELBUN, it was so amend- 
ed as to strike out the words, “such selections shall 
be made from,’ and inserting, “shall be distribu- 


y as possible among.’”’ 
Vir. MeK AY now rose and said that he was 
notin the HLlouse at the time the Llouse went into 
mimittee, having been under the impression that 
hiils velatiun 


ted n equ i} 


to the District of Columbia would be 
Since, however, the committee have 
s, he would move that the 
cousideration of the bill be postponed, and 


taken up. 
taken up other busine 
further 


that the committee proceed to the consideration 


of the bill making appropriations for the naval 


were orderé d, and the vote bein taken, 
tood, Lye 17, noes 77. 
So the committee refuse d to postpone the consid- 


eration of the bill relating to the Government offices. 


And the committee resumed the consideration of 


the said bill, 

‘The second section being still under considera- 
tien 

Mr. COBB moved to amend it by adding that 
uch appointments shall be made on the recom- 


mendation of the Representative in Congress from 


the said district. 

Vir. S. ADAMS moved to amend the amendment 

o as to provide that the Representative shall make 

the appormiment, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE was understood to inquire 
of Mr. Cons, whether it was his intention that the 
appointing power should have no discretion in the 
recommendation ? 

Mr. COBB was 
was that thre 


understood to say ° that the idea 
ippointing power might reject the first 
recommendation and require a second; but thata 
permanent appointment should not be made except 
under the res If the 
io make the recommendation, the 
be filled in some other way. 


mimendation of a member. 
member failed 
vacaney mu 
‘The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
And the amendment was rejected, : 
Mr. JACOB TLILTOMPSON asked the unanimous 
House to 
yas to include 


consent of the vo back to the first section, 


among the enumerated ofhcers, 


(i. e. auditors, clerks, and messengers,) other olh- 
cers, comptrollers, registers, &c. 

Objection was made. 

Phe third section being under consideration— 

Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES moved to amend it 
by striking out “four years’? and inserting * six 
months,’ 

After a brief but pleasant conversation, the 
amendment was reject d. 

Mr. BELL moved to amend the said third sec- 
tron, by udding a proviso, ‘that they be selected 
in equal numbers from the two great politcal par- 
tie s,"° 

Mr. MORRIS moved to amend the amendment 
by adding, ** provided we havea Whig President.” 

Mr. DROMGOOLE regretted (he said) that he 
could not vote for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Bext,] because, in the first 
place, it did not embrace the entire enumeration of 
politigal parties. In the next place, it was unjust 


One Of this bill, providing for the distribution of 


‘yr 
and unequal. The Democratic party was the lar- 
gest, and ought therefore to have a corresponding 
proportion. 

After a remark by Mr. 8S. JONES— 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

And the amendment was rejected. 

The sixth section being under consideration; 

Mr. HAMLIN moved to amend it by striking 
out fico, (where it occurred,) and inserting four. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McHENRY moved to strike out two, and 
insert one. Rejected. 

‘The seventh section being under consideration; 

Mr. ASHIMUN moved to amend it by adding at 
the end thereof a proviso, that in making the ap- 
pointments or removals in any of the offices men- 
tioned, no regard should be had to the political 
parties or religious denomination to which the per- 
sons belonged. Rejected. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to strike out the said 
secuon; Which motion was rejected, 

The bill having been gone through with; 

Mr. HAMLIN moved the following as an addi- 
tional section: 

Sec. 10. Beit further enacted, That the next United States 
Official Register whieh stall be published, shall contain the 
name of the Staite in which each otiicer named in said 
Register was born, and al-o the State of which he was a 
resident When appointed, and how long he had resided there- 
in next before his appointinent; also tie time which each 
person named in said Register has held the office then held 
by him, and the time he ma 
othices, with the amount he has received trom the Govern- 


ui ht as salary or payment for his services, in cach aud all 
of said oliices. 


Mr. HAMLIN said it would be recollected by 
those who were familiar with the Oificial Register 
of the United States, that they were able only to 
learn from that the place in which the individual 
was born. ‘This amendment proposed to show in 
addition the State where he was resident at the time 
he received his appointment; and to that State he 
should properly be attached and made to belong. 
tie further explained the provisions of the law as 
it now stands, and of the amendment proposed, and 
advocated the latter as likely to subserve a good 
and useful purpose. He had been told on various 
occasions, and under various Administrations, of 
all political complexions, that there had been polit- 
ical proscription. ‘This provision would enable 
them hereatter to determine the fact, by showing 
how long the individual has been in his present 
office, and in other offices, the aggregate amount 
he has received, &c. 

Mr. DOUGLASS obtained the floor, but yielded 
momentarily at the request of 

Mr. THURMAN, who suggested a modifica- 
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have held any, and ail other | 


tion of the amendment of Mr. amu, which was | 
accepted, and the amendment made to conform 


thereto. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said he had been watching 
the progress of this biil thus far, for the purpose of 
irying to ascertain whether gentlemen were serious 
i Urging it with the provisions it contained, or 
whether it was a solemn farce perpetrated here for 
the amusement of the galleries. but as there were 
very few in the galleries, and as gentlemen seemed 
to be serious, he supposed he must consider that it 
was intended to pass this bill. ‘The bill in its pres- 
ent form, every man must see, was perfectly im- 
pracueable, he would not say absurd. It proposed 
that men should be taken for office in the various 
departments of this Government, from each State 
inthe Union, m proportion to its representation in 
Congress. Apply that principle to the Department 
of Sute. Say you have some fifteen clerks there 
(he Was not particular as to the eXact number:) now 
you are required to take these fifteen clerks from 
the different States in proportion to their represen- 
tation, 

Mr. A. D. SUMS interposed, and (Mr. D. yield- 
ing) was understood to say he had proposed an 
amendment to obviate this difficulty. 

Mr. DOUGLASS (continuing) said, in this case 
of the State Department, there would not be one 
othcer to each State in the Union. Where were 
they to begin? With the State of Maine, and go 
through with the roll in the order the States were 
called in this House? If so, half would be left un- 
provided for. 

ut gentlemen said this bill took the aggregate 
number, and required it to be equally distributed 
among the different States. He ailuded to the dif- 
heulty of carrying it outeven under this construc- 


tion, as the ditierent heads of the departments would | 


appoint in their own departments. 


June 10, 


Mr. SAWYER interposed, and said the Pres 
dent had the appointment of all these Officers - 

Mr. DOUGLASS corrected the eentleman on 
this point, stating that the law provided that ¢, r 
tain subordinate officers should nominate c 
head of the departments confirm, the appointments 
of clerks. The President held the heads of the 
departments responsible, and the heads of the i 
partments held their subordinates responsible, W, 
elected the President of the United States for other 
purposes than to occupy him with the appointment 
of subordinate officers, messengers, &e. He woy')' 
think the President ought to be engaged in |. ttey 
business than the pitiful business of scatteyine 
spoils among minor officers. 

Mr. .NDREW JOHNSON. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, I trust not. 

Mr. JOHNSON (to Mr. Doverass.) How 
many have you made? 

Mr. DOUGLASS had never recommended {5 
the President to appoint a single person to office, 
and he never expected to. He might recommend 
those whom he thought suitable to the heads os 
departments. But his objection was, that this was 
an impracticable bill. He repeated his objections 
to the bill, and ridiculed the idea of the Presiden 
bringing his Cabinet together, (as would seen to 
be necessary under it,) and their remaining in ses. 
sion in the grave business of distributing messey- 
gers, wood-carriers, fire-makers, chimney-sweeps, 
&c., among the several States, according to 
ratio of their representation. 

Again: the bill provided that a book should |y 
kept in each department of the removals made, and 
the reasons for them entered at length. And ther 
was to be a biography of each clerk—to be stated 
where born, where he lives, how long he has lived 
in the State from which appointed, how long hy 
has been in office, the aegregate amount received 
by him, &e. How many additional clerks would 
you have to keep this register—this biography of 
clerks? It would increase the number nearly one- 
third. E 

So he might go on with each item of the bill, 
and it would be found a budget of absurdities froi 
beginning to end. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER interposed with some 
remark which was not heard by the reporter. 

Mr. DOUGLASS (in conclusion) said he was 
as much opposed as anybody to taking all thes: 
officers from one quarter of the Union. He might 
say, with great truth, that that part of the country 
from which he came had been treated worse than 
any other part. He knew that some of them, who 
were applicants for office, felt a little sore at what 
they believed to be this favoritism. ‘These were 
fuir considerations, perhaps, to urge upon the heads 
of the departments when they presented men to 
them who were qualified for office. But this at- 
tempt to take this up gravely as a subject of legis- 
lation, exhibited in his mind the spectacle to th 
world, seeming to show that it was considered tat 
the spoils of office is the object for which this Gov- 
ernment was instituted. He was opposed to any 
favoritism or abuses in the appointing power; but 
this bill would create more confusion and more dil- 
ficulty than the evils of which it was now compiain- 
ed amounted to; and he trusted, unless it was put 
into some shape in which it would be practicable, 
would not occupy their time, and show to the world 
that they were legislating merely for the spoils ot 
office, without any reference to the public interest 

Mr. RATHBUN (who reported this bill from 
the Committee on the Judiciary) said he was aware 
there were some subjects not well adapted to the 
capacity and understandings of particular men; and 
he knew very well there was now and then a ge- 
nius, towering so high that he could hardly descend 
so low as to investigate a simple transaction. | But 
while we had that species of intellect, it should be 
remembered that we had also plain, common-sense, 
matter-of-fact persons, who understood things of a 
general character, and were able to compreh¢ nd 


» and the 


Is he not now? 


the 


simple subjects. 


Now, in regard to the practicability and feasibil- 
ity of this bill, which had been ridiculed so much, 
and concerning which they were told that the set- 
ence of arithmetic, aided by algebra, would not be 
sufficient to working out its problems, and to sol- 
ving the grand scheme of distributing seven hun- 
dred offices among the different States of this Union: 
why, they might call on any boy to divide seven 
hundred by two hundred and twenty-six or twe 
hundred and twenty-eight; if that could not be 














1846. 


‘one, he admitted that this was a difficult and im- 
practicable scheme. . _ 
* But when we were called upon for taxation, for 
the purpose of carrying on a war, a division in 
every State in the Union was not found so difficult; 
i there was no point in the I nion which was 
"+ written down for the purpose of raising men to 
ae fieht. Even his State had been called upon 
~ the extent of five thousand five hundred men, 
while the officers to command these men, which 
were taken from his State, were raised to the enor- 
us aggregate of a second lieutenant! and that a 
an who ought not to have been appointed—not 
-quse he was not competent, but for other good 
easons<—""" 
Mr. S. ADAMS made a remark to Mr. R., 
sich was not heard by the reporter. 
Mr. RATHBUN (continuing) said, while thirty- 
ix or forty officers were raised for the officering 
fnew regiments, and while New York was at 
st as much entitled to receive a fair share as any 
other State from the present Administration, she 
ad received one—a second lieutenant. He did 
complain; he had no candidate to offer to the 
President, or to anybody else. But while they had 
‘jis one officer, they were not forgotten to be called 
yon for their full share of men to be raised, and 
of money. 
But this was a small matter, he was told. A 
spall matter! The distribution of 700 officers at 
seat of government. They were paid by the 
cople for the discharge of duties assigned them 
ihe people at large, and Mr. R. alluded to some 
of the reasons why they should be taken, not from 
« seat of government, and the States immediately 
jjoining, but from the whole Union; the beneficial 


wl 
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different portions of the Union, who come recom- 
mended as qualified for their stations by strictness, 
honesty, integrity, and industry. This was what 
he wanted them for; not with their black gloves, 
canes, &c., to be lying about gambling rooms— 
not for the purpose of insulting members of this 
House for doing what the House direct them to 
do—not for the purpose of turning censors of pub- 
lic opinion—not for assailing the Secretary of 
War, of the Navy, and every other secretary who 
dares lisp a word about economy. No; we want- 
ed laborers, not lecturers—servants, not superiors. 
Not those who should superintend M. Cs. and 
Secretaries, but those who would do the work for 
which they were employed and paid. And hon- 
est, faithful men had no reason to fear an unjust 
application of the doctrine of proscription, The 
honest, industrious men, who performed their duty 
faithfully, were not the men who complained, but 
the miserable scum who, unable, incompetent, or 
too idle to make a living in other ways, come here 
as to the great pauper-house of the nation, to 
feed and clothe at public expense—to abuse those 
who clothe and feed them, and are yet unwilling 


| to work any proportion of their ume. If it was 


eects which would result from bringing together | 


sons from every congressional district in the 
Vuion, who would become acquainted with each 
other's notions, feelings, habits, prejudices, &c., 

d returning home, would explain, and, if need 

c, apologise for them, and remove the prejudices 
euusung in the North, South, East, and West, 

id thereby tend to cement the great body of the 

ufederacy by this little matter of offices. 

As a mere matter of dollars and cents, it was 
small, he admitted; but if it was desirable to one 

ruon it was desirable to all portions of the 
Lnion, 

Again: its effect would be to disseminate informa- 
tion nn egard to the mode in which public business 

sdone, how frauds were committed, by what men, 
how they can be reached, and the abuses correct- 
rd,&e. This might be a small matter to eentle- 

en who look above and soar aloft beyond the 
rdinary reach of mind; but there were a thousand 
reasons lurking in every branch of the departments 

uch indicate that the correction of these abuses 
in bringing here men honest and fresh from 
ike people, and sending them back to the people 
a! proper intervals. Why, there were men here 

‘imputed no want of proper motives to them) 
vio came with the Government from Philadel- 
puia! He asked gentlemen if they believed that 

en who had been in office forty or fifty years 
were fit longer to remain there? "They were told 
veste rday ifa man could remain about this House 

ior fifteen years and remain honest, he must be 

sunt indeed; tried by this rule he thought the 
cepartments would furnish but few saints of those 
vio had remained so long in office. 

Although some slight difficulties might arise from 
So frequent changes, yet he contended that they 
were counterbalanced by the safety, the prevention 
‘I traud, the equalization of labor, and the reduc- 


result 


‘on of clerks to a proper number, which would || 


resolution passed this House, and the Judiciary 
{ immittee, in obedience to it, drew and reported 
“als bill, not only was that committee attacked in 

irrilous pamphlets, but in anonymous, abusive, 

«kguard letters, from these miserable miscre- 
's that have fallen unworthily upon the public 
‘easury, and are sapping and mining it without 


re 
Ces 


‘ven out, and wholesome, sound men—men who 
“retained the impress of the image of their Ma- 
‘er, from the different portions of the Union, sub- 
Sututed for them. He wished the offices no longer 
to ve filled by those who go from the grogshop 
;\4 Ge gambler’s shop only at irregular times to 
“iar offices, but he wished to see there men from 


, } _p , 
Vhere were other reasons: the very moment a 


dering any benefit to the Government. He |! 
swed to see these miserable degraded vermin | 


not practicable to go into the different congression- 
al districts, let us go into the States, and let those 
who are appointed remember, that after reasona- 
ble terms of clerkship, they are to go home, and 
live at their own expense, and not eternally at the 
expense of the Government. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, (Mr. D. yielding 
the floor,) said, as the gentleman from New York 
had reported this bill, he would like to have him 
point out to the committee where these irregulari- 
ties and improprieties had taken place; where the 
distribution of the offices had been so grossly mis- 
managed and neglected; and the States which had 
been overdrawn and underdrawn from. Specific 
information would be more agreeable to hear than 
this fulsome declamation. 

Mr. RATHBUN said he had not risen for the 
purpose of going into the details of what States had 
received too many and what States too few, or for 
the purpose of complaining that he had not got 
what he asked for from the Executive. 

Mr. HOUSTON did not charge this upon the 
gentleman. He desired what he had asked for as 
iwformation upon which to regulate his action; and 
he wished the honorable gentleman from New 
York, who certainly had the information, to submit 
it to the House. 

Mr. RATHBUN replied that he knew several 
gentlemen who had this information, which they 


were ready to communicate to the House; he had | 


it not so minutely. But he had risen with the 
view of replying to the gentleman from Illinois, 
{Mr. Dove ass,| whether this was a serious mat- 
ter or a farce. He (Mr. R.) was in favor of 


| making it a serious matter, and of passing this 


bill. 

Mr. SAWYER obtained the floor, but yielded 
at request to 

Mr. DOUGLASS, who said he had only to say 
in reply to the gentleman from New York | Mr. 
RATHBUN,| who seemed irritated by his [Mr. D.’s} 
remarks, and who had been so intolerably severe 
on him [Mr. D.] as to say there were some men 
who soared so high aloft, that they could not at- 
tend to small matters,—that there were some mat- 


| ters so small that he could not himself [the remain- 


———————— 


der of the sentence was lost to the reporter.) Mr. 


D. made no personal application of any remark of 


his; the gentleman seemed desirous to make a per- 


‘sonal application of his remarks, and in reply Mr. 


D. could only say that among the small matters— 


| so small that he could not descend to them—was 


| to bring a member of his own family here and palm 


him off on a menial service, as a pensioner of this 
House, and then, after that, to get up and complain 


| that they had not got their share of those thus pen- 


sioned. 


Mr. RATHBUN (Mr. Sawyer further yield- 


| ing) said he was not surprised at the remarks of the 


gentleman from Illinois, nor would he be surprised | 


at anything he could say-———— 
Mr. DOUGLASS. Nor I at anything the gen- 


| tleman from New York can do. 


Mr. RATHBUN (continuing.) A man so happy 


that God made him just as he has, may be expect- 


| ed to say just such things. 


| 
} 
| 
it 


One word (centinued Mr. R.) in regard to the 
imputation of my bringing my son to Washington, 
and putting him into a menial service. He would 


955 


not tell the gentleman it was not true, as that might 
not be so agreeable. But he would state what the 
facts were which, perhaps, would answer the gen- 
tleman’s purpose as well. That his son was at 
Washington, was true; that he was of age, was 
equally true; that he sought his own employment, 
was equally true; that he did not come with him, 
(Mr. R.,) but more than a month in advance, was 
equally true; that he remained something hke a 
month in employment, was true; and, from that 
time down to the present that he had been out of 
employment, was equally trae. If there was any 
sin in that, his portion of it, Mr. R. was always 
ready to bear. Menare considered of ave at twenty- 
one years; but somtimes a man may live to be one 
hundred years of age, and yet nobody would sup 
rose he was of age. 

Mr. DOUGLASS wished to say, in regard to 
the gentleman’s son, that he cast no imputation 
upon him; he (Mr. D.) was not aequainted with 
him. But what Mr. D. had thought, was this— 
thatamember thus delicately situated, in deseribing 
these men that came to Washington, as to the great 
pauper-house of the nation—abandoned characters 
hanging on for office—a disgrace to the nation when 
they rot here—that a member thus situate d ought 
to have had a little more delicacy for his own son, 
than to have classed him in such a category. 

Mr. SA WYER resumed the floo ° and proce ed- 
ed in a course of remark which attracted the 
marked attention and not a little merriment in the 
committee, 

Hle remarked that he had been with some anxiety 
trying to get this bill up ever since the first of the 
session, and he rejoiced that they had finally reach- 
ed it to-day—throuch agreat deal of tribulation, 
too. Now, Lask nothing (said Mr. 8S.) but what 
is clearly right, and what we shall be able to show 
isright. Iam notat all surprised at seeing an oj - 
position from certain quarters; forthe moment this 
bill was brought up, the Representatives from the 
* Ancient Dominion’’ appears dto be allin motion, 
as well as certain other gentlemen on this floor. f 
will explain before [ get through why it is-by faets 
and figures; and I will also give the reasons why 
the gentleman from L[llinois is opposed toit. It will 
be recollected, if [ understand right, that the gen 
tleman from Illinoisis a bachelor. [General laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. W. HUNT called the gentleman to order. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. [hope not on so delicate a 
point. [Renewed laughter. | 

Mr. SAWYER (resuming) proceeded to say 
thatthe eentleman’s associations with some in this 
city whose solicitation had been used for his vote 
and influence to prevent the passage of this bill, 
might be one reason for the course he saw fit to 
take against it. Mr. S. had remarked that he had 
some proof in relation to this branch of the subject, 
which would probably enable the House to see the 
bearing of this remark. 

Ile now proceeded to the grave part of the sub- 
ject. He quoted the authority of General Jackson; 
he had here a book which contatned a message of 
General Jackson, from which he wished the Clerk 
to read an extract on this subject. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“ There are perhaps few men who can for any great length 
of time enjoy office and power without being more or less 
under the influence of feelings unfavorable to the faithful 
discharge of their public duties. Their integrity may be 
proof against improper considerations tmmediately address 
ed to themselves; but they are apt to acquire a habit of 
looking with indifference upon the publie interests, and of 
tolerating conduct from which an unpractised man would 
revolt. Office is considered as a species of property ; and 
government rather as a means of promoting individual m- 
terest, than as an instrument created solely for the service 
of the people. Corruption in some, and in others a perver 
sion of correct feelings and principles, divert government 
from its legitimate ends, and make it an engine for the sup- 
port of the few at the expense of the many. The duties of 
all publie officers are, or, at least, admit of being made so 
plain and simple, that men of intelligence may readily qual- 
ify themselves for their performance ; and I cannot but be- 
lieve that more is lost by the long continuance of men in 
Office than is generally to be gained by their experience. [ 
submit, therefore, to your consideration, whether the effi 
ciency of the Government would not be promoted, and 
official industry and integrity better secured by a general 
extension of the law which limits appointinents to four 
years. 5 . 

“In a country where offices are created solely for the ben 
efit of the people, no one man has any more intrinsic right 
to official station than another. Offices were not established 
to give support to particular men at the public expense. No 
individual wrong is, therefore, done by removal, since neither 
appointment to nor continuance in office is matter of right. 
The incumbent became an officer with a view to the public 
benefits; and when these require his removal, they are not 

i to be sacrificed to private interests. Itis the peopie,.and 
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they alone, who have a right to complain when a bad officer 


He who is removed has the 
obtaining a living that are enjoyed by the 
millions who never held office. The proposed limitation 
would destroy the idea of property, now so generally con- 
neeted with official station; and although individual distress 
may be sometimes produced, it would, by promoting that 
rotation whieh constitutes a leading principle in the repub 
lican creed, give healthful action to the system.” 


That is the text (said Mr. 8.) from which I in- 
tend to preach; and | believe it to be a cood one. It 
was the opinion of General Jackson; I believe it is 
from his third Annual Message, in which he takes 
up this very subject. You well recollect the cir- 
under which itwas penned; that after he 
came into power he turned outa great many of the 


theers in this city. 


ia eubstituted for a good one. 


same mechs of 


cumstances 
0 A hue-and-ery was raised by 
the then Whig party against it as proscription, and 
they called it proseripuion for opimion’s sake, Gen- 
eral Jackson penned that message, and promulga- 
ted it to the American yy opie 


a 
tion of Conere 


, and solicited the ac- 
son the subject, It has not been 
it now, and | believe a large ma- 
Hlouse are determined to put through 


i l Pereyproee 
jority of this 


this ball, ‘The gentleman from Hlinois objects to 
the details of the bill: he does not find fault with 
the general system, but objeets to the impractica- 
Inhty, as be considers it, of the details of the bill; 


it is, therefore, eertamly his part, with his superior 
knowledge, to propose his amendments to the bill, 
to remedy the defects which he considers there are 
smoat, 

1! am aware, Mr. 
rreat cry throughout the country, and especially 
by the Whig party, about proscription for opin- 
ron? sake; and in the early part of this session the 
rentleman from Kentucky |Mr. G. Davis] read us 
a lecture about pro 


Chairman, there has been a 


cribing men for opinion’s sake 
about turning men out of office because they do 
Mr. Chairman, I hold the 
wctrine that “to the vietors be long the spoils,”’ I 
repeat it; | hold the doctrine, and I practise it both 
inimy public and in my private walks, that ‘* to 
the victors belong the spoils.”’ 


not betieve as we do. 


| 
‘i 


Or, in other words, 
gentiomen do not like the 
phrase which | have used) that the party in pow- 


lL hold the deetrine (if 
er have aright to the offices; and whenever the 
party tow hich Lam attached, and the partly which 
L have strugevled to cet into the ascendency, refuses 
to carry out that cardinal principle of democracy, 
my hand shall be against them in that particular. 
Vir. Chairman, notwithstanding the other side 
of this House may denounce this principle, itis yet 
a doctrine they practise, and which | practise; and 
the difference between us is, that while they de- 
nounce itin words and at the same time practise 
on it, Lam eandid enough to acknowledge that I 
pracuse on it. We hold the doctrine, and desire 
to practise on it; but we are not permitt d to do so. 
Mr. Chairman, as astonishing as it may seem to 
you, and as it will be to the people of this country, 
when they read my remarks on this subject, I will 
inform them that when this session of Coneress 
commenced, artter the present Executive, the heads 
of the departments were placed in power by the 
Democratic party, and at great trouble and at creat 
expense—|laughter|—yes; it is perfectly useless 
to deny the fact, thatin all these political campaigns 
reabexpenses ive inecurre d; itis perf ( tly nonsen- 
; and although gentlemen appear to 
make merry at the announcement of this fact, it is 
only what they know to be true. At the com 
SeOSSLION, l was going on to say, 
there were 730 clerks in the different departments 
at the seat of Government. 


sical to deny it 


mencement Ob Clie 


I have taken some 
wins to ascertain the facts, and I state what I stand 
pledged for as facts. ‘There are 730 clerks in the 
different departments in ihts city; out of these 730 
clerks, there were, at the commencement of the 
session, 235 Whigs, and bold daring Whigs, in 
place; and the whole amount turned out from the 
eoing into power of this Administration to the 


commencement of this session of Congress, 128. 


t have the names of every one, and for the truth of 


these statements | pledge myst if. 

Well, ** to the victors belong the spoils,”’ or, in 
other words, to the party im power belong the of- 
fices of the Government. 

Mr. W. LLUNT inquired of Mr. 8S. how he 
knew these persons to be Whigs whom he stated 
to be 

Mr. SAWYER. That isa pretty hard question, 
Ladmit. But I will come to that, and will satisfy 
the gentleman himself, think. In printed reports, 
tlouse document, No. 200, the gentleman will find 
a statement of all the clerks in the different depart 


i) 
ments herein Washington. Well, I applied at || 
the different departments, and also to persons well 
acquainted with the clerks, who gave me the poli- 
tics of each one, their names, and the States from 
which theyeame. Now, when we come to Wash- 
ington, our friends at home ask us to get a place 
for them. [A laugh.] * Why,’ say they, ‘we 
are in power; the party to which we belong has 
come up through great tribulation, and have, many || 
of us, washed our robes, and made them red in the | 
blood of our enemies.’’ But when we come here and 
tell them there are no places for them—is it the fact? 
No; there are 235 Whigs here in place in Wash- 
ington. * Cannot you get them out??? No. Why? 
l asked the President to turn some of them out, 
and appoint in their place men from Ohio, from my 
district. LT brought none with me; but 1 found one 
here [laughter.} But application after application 
has been made, a united effort was made by the 
Democrats from Ohio to procure appointments for 


some of our friends who came here. I know other 
centlemen, from other States, who have done the 
same, and been turned away. The excuse was, 
at the departments, that there was no place for 
them, while, in two or three instances, I proposed 
they should turn out these Whies—not those who 
have been ina day ora year, but some who have 
been in forty years, and some who have been in 
ten years; the term for which most of them have 
heen in varies from ten to forty years. I hold the 
doctrine, and [ preach it, that we have a richt to 
the places; but upto this day I have tried, and 
some of my colleagues have tried, from the com- 
mencement of the session, and without success. 
And what is the result? There are men who come 
here applying for office; they have a right to ask for 
these places; they ask me to go and intercede with 
the President and heads of the departments in their 
behalf; they set down here under fair promises 
that after a time room shall be made for them; 
they stay here some two, three, or six months— 
some longer and some shorter—waiting for places, 
and until they have spent all their money. Then, 
what next? [A laugh.] Why, they call on me 
as a Representative of the people [a general laugh] 
to help them. And the result is, | have to put my 
hand into my pocket, and pay their expenses home. 
[Renewed merriment. ] 

But again: [ have the gratification here to know 
that lam not alone. I venture to say there is 
scarcely a Democrat here [laughter] but has fared 
in the same way. And I heard some of my Whig 
friends [renewed laughter] complain that they had 
to do the same thing. I rise in my place to givea 


2 o . 7 - ' 
plain statement of facts, and I shall not be driven | 


from my purpose for fear of striking the President 
of my choice, or any member of his Administra- 
tion; when I consider injustice has been done to 
me or my friends, no one’s person is so sacred as 
to prevent me from flinging at it. I shall do it 
with moderation, but I shall state facts. While 
we are thus obliged to turn off our friends, the 
Whigs are enjoying the spoils of our victory. 
Well, L have no doubt they rejoice at this. 

Sir, from my own State there are some eight 
persons in office here, from the highest to the 
lowest. But by this bill we would be entitled to 
something like eichty. Now, I ask if this is fair 
treatment?—that Virginia, Maryland, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, which are handy to the seat of 
government, shall monopolize all these places? 
And if there is no advantage in them, why do 
they ask for them? If, on the other hand, there is 
advantage, we contribute an equal proportion of 
the burdens, and we ask to participate, to our rea- 
sonable proportion, in the advantages and benefits 
of the Government. If there is any advantage in 
having a member of the cabinet, a seretary of one 
of the bureaus, or a messenger even in this House, 
flask that that advantage shall enure to me and 
my constituents in part, and that two or three 
Stutes shall not monopolize the whole. 

Tam just reminded that my State did not give 
a Democratic vote. Well, there is some truth in 
that, | admit; but it is lamentably true. I tried to 
avert that calamity as much as any man in Ohio. | 
But there are other States. Maryland, it occurs 
to me, did not contribute much to the support of 
the party in power; neither did the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. Chairman, I have before me a list of the 
officers in the Post Office Department, the Army, 
the Navy, and in short all the bureaus and depart- | 
ments in the city of Washington; also the number } 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| State, as near as I can get. 


| names; and if the amendment of the gentle 
| from New York (Mr. Rarupuy] prevails, we 


| officers in all in the War Department. 


| or three; but, comparatively speaking, Virei 
i and Maryland have the balance. 


| has five; and my friend from Hlinois—there is 


June 10, 


of clerks in each department, takén from eat 


In publishing ¢), 
Blue Book, intentionally—! charge it, and | h : 6 


no doubt of the truth of it—intentionally, 


= 7 se the 

| names of the States from which these persons aro 
appointed are omitted; and it is nota fair state 

| ment to take that Blue Book, and select the yyy, 


| ber of the clerks in the different departments fp, a 


the States in which they were born. But, in o 
der to remedy that difficulty, I had to resort t 
the Navy and Army Register, which gives t}y, 


get, in the next book, the very information nh . 
much desire. However, according to the bes 
information I can get here, there are in office he, 
at the city of Washington, from Virginia, 15 
from the District of Columbia, 194; from M ry. 
land, 166. 

Mr. 8. remarked, that he had not time to attend 
to the whole list; that would be attended to pyps. 
ently. He had something, probably, which his 
friends had not got, and he would bring that fy. 
ward. 

Now, here is a small special report, (said Mr 
S.) made some time ago from the War Denpoyr. 
ment. From this, I find that there are ninety-e; 


~ 


rhit 
Of these, 
the District of Columbia has forty-nine—exact|y 
one-half; and Virginia and Maryland the balane: 
No; Ohio has one, and some other States have ty 


a 


Well, here is the state of facts in the Post Office 
Department: There are in all fifty-three officers in 
that department. Out of them, the District of Co- 
lumbia has twenty-three—not quite one-half; O}; 


’ 


probabaly, nother reason for his opposition to this 


| bill—his State is most amply provided for in all 


these offices; and, if this bill passes, she would cet 
but few more, at furthest. 
Mr. DOUGLASS interposed, and was under 


| stood to say, that the gentleman would find that 


Ulinois has not one-third of her number, according 


to the ratio of representation. 


Mr. SAWYER assented to the fact, that under 


| this bill, her number micht be increased somewhat. 


Well, (continued Mr. 8.,) with reference to the 


| Department of State; the whole number of officers 


there is eighty-six; then Virginia is rather behind— 
she has only six; the District of Columbia, though, 
makes it up—she has forty-five out of the eighty- 
six; Ohio has none; Georgia has none, and a nun- 
ber of other States have none. Now, | ask the 
House, is this fair? As I before said, if there is 


| an advantage in this thing, why not give us a little 


of it, as well as make us contribute our full equal 
share to the expenses of the Government? 

Sut the inquiry arises, how are these things 
brought about? Why, my friend from New York, 


| (Mr. Rarupun,] has given you a graphic desenp 


tion to-day; but I shall endeavor to go a little more 


| into the details of how it is brought about—that 


| this class of character. 


there are so many loafers and loungers in the city, 
of Washington, who come here for the purpose of 
vetting office, because unable to make a living a 
home. ‘There are many exceptions, I admit, to 
There are many honor- 
ble, industrious, talented men in these departments, 
and the talent there will not suffer by a comparison 


| with the talent in this House. But there are others 
| again that have lived in office from the day they 


were born to the present day; and, sir, the modus 


| operandi, as my Latin friend from South Carolina 


[alluding to Mr. Hoimes]—(laughter,) would say, 
is this: A gentleman who has got into office here 


| has his children grown up; they must be provided 
| for; they are either sent off to Ohio, (and there are 
| numerous instances where individuals who have 
| got office here hail from my State whose residence 


is in the District of Columbia,) or to some other 
place, to acquire a residence: they then come a 
claiming to belong to Ohio, or some other of tx 


. wally 
| States, and step in and cheat us out of what really 


| 
| 


| department dies, 


belongs to us. Butin case their places are all taken 
up, they shove their sons off into the navy, the 
surveying, or the engineering oa the ar- 
my, to West Point, &c.; and when a head of 4 
; who has lived in office forty 
years, next comes up his son. Well, the oper 
tion of getting them in, I have had detailed to me 
by some in the departments. Here come along 


two sisters—delicate looking creatures, too deli- 
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eet 


eate for the winds of Heaven to blow upon them; 
they dress themselves up in mourning; they plead 
coverty; they go to the Secretary and kneel in his 
a sence, and ask their brother to be appointed to 
cave them from starvation. The next thing you 
pear is, that Secretary Walker is published in the 
newspapers as having done a magnanimous act in 
appointing the brother or son of the husband of a 
Jestitute widow, who was in office all his life. It 
-s ealled charity, and this act is puffed in the news- 
naners. And when they have served out their 
ume, and the children’s children come up to ask 
for their places, their claim will be tenfold stronger, 
ihecause their grandfathers had these offices, and 
they died poor. These are the means resorted to: 
when the men fail, then it is they send their wives 
and sisters to appeal for them. I speak from the 
hook. Sir, I ¢ espise this servile, crawling syco- 
phancy that infests this place. I expect their con- 
demnation, taunts, and bitter sarcasm to fall upon 
me thick and fast. IT amaceustomed toit. [have 
‘ bushel of letters now in my possession—of anon- 
vmous, scurrilous letters, sent forth from pusilani- 
mous cowards—from persons that have not the 
magnanimity, the moral courage, to step forward 
and tell me of the evils they charge I have done, 
oram about to do; but who, like assassins, stab 
inthe dark, It is a poor satisfaction, sir. Sir, 
for every speech I have made at this session of 
Congress, | have received a shower of this kind of 
abuse; and for my last effort on the West Point 
Academy, and for my exposition of the scanda- 
lous, damnable corruption now going on in the 
army and navy, and of West Point favoritism, I 
have received a perfect shower of abusive, black- 
syard, scurrilous letters. Now, if those who write 
sich documents suppose | am to be deterred by 
them from the correct discharge of my duty, they 
very much mistake the man; and I tell you now, 
they are cowardly assassins; they are persons who, 
if they had the moral courage, if they could screw 
themselves up to that pitch, would assassinate a 
man in the street at night; but they have not that 
courage, and all they can do is to write an abusive, 
anonymous letter; and, lest the world should not 
cet hold of it, they will direct it to another person 
for him to forward after he has read it. 

[do not stand alone in this respect, Mr. Chair- 
man. Lean point to a dozen individuals who have 
shared the same fate both in this House and the 
Senate. If 1 were to pursue a different course, 
aidadvoeate this foul corruption, practising every 
day, at the expense of my constituents; if I were 
to meet the views of these pampered minions of 
en 1 should not be treated in this way. No; 
fe 


should be taken into their embrace, and hailed 
llow well met. 


| 3ut I choose to do my duty to 
my constituents. 


Mr. S. referred, as a similar 
case, to the fact, that when Mr. Secretary Ban- 
croft, a short time ago, made his report, specify- 
ing certain abuses in the Navy Department, which 
could be corrected, certain sinecure offices which 
could be lopped off, &c., there was soon after a 
scurrilous anonymous pamphlet laid on the tables 
of members of this House. Those things (he 
suid) pretended to emanate from different parts of 
the Union—from Baltimore, Philadelphia, New 
York, the extreme West, and the extreme East— 
‘utmany of them written with the same pen, and 
by the same hand, but sent to different points, and 
published in different papers, for the purpose of 
making it appear that the whole country was in 
ams against Mr. Bancroft. They originated, 
however, with the same servile sycophantic drone, 


who had lived all his life at the same stall, and 
W 


on 


All that the friends of the bill ask (Mr. S. pro- 
a to say) is, that we may be placed on an 
He would ask the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
‘ROMGOOLE,) Who was so much excited this 
gine suppose the state of things was revers- 
ne Alabama, or New York, even, held all 
- offices, and his State held none of them, would 
hey not be loud in their clamors against us for 

‘ting these places, and denounce us illiberal ? 

henever an office is vacant in this city, those 
persons in Virginia, Maryland, and the places ad- 
. a ree their men in each of the departments 
she et rem the information when the vacancy 1s 
out to take place, and you can see them en masse 
“wing up and asking them to be filled by applicants 


io was afraid now that his fodder was to be cut 


ual footing with the other States of this Union. | 


, and that the States of Ohio, Georgia, Missis- || 
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from Virginia, Maryland, or the District of Co- 
| lumbia. ‘i 

| Gentlemen undertook tofmake a burlesque of 
| this bill, and ask them whether they were in ear- 

nest. ‘They knew they were in earnest in bring- 
ing itup; and Mr. 8. believed there was a majority 
in this House sufficient to pass it. He believed it 
| would gain strength; he appealed to gentlemen— 
to their sense of justice—to his friend from South 
| Carolina, [Mr. Tlotmes,] and to his friend from 
| Virginia, [Mr. Dromeooite|—and he asked them 
if it was just that Maryland, Virginia, and the 
| District of Columbia, should monopolize these 
offices, to the exclusion of other States of the 
Union? 
Some remark was made by Mr. HOLMES and 
| Mr. DROMGOOLE, (which the reporter did not 
hear,) but Mr. D. was understood to refer to the 
| fact that Ohio did not cast her electoral vote for 
Mr. Polk, and therefore the gentleman, on his own 
| principle, should not press his claim for a portion 
of the * spoils.”’ 

Mr. SAWYER (resuminz) said that Ohio, not- 
withstanding, had given more democratic votes— 
almost two to one—than those given by Virginia; 
| the gentleman, then, instead of wishing to keep 
two-thirds of all the offices, would please to divide 
one-half with them. 

Sir, (said Mr. S.,) I do not claim that this bill 
shall pass for the purpose of giving offices to Ohio 
| or other States, but for the simple reason that it is 
| strietly right in itself. And nothing less than equal 
‘and exact justice to all is right; that is the doe- 
trine laid down by the gentleman’s [Mr. Drom- 
GooLe’s] political patron saint, Thomas Jefferson: 
|“ Equal and exact justice to all—exclusive privi- 
| leges to none;’’ but now the gentleman is advo- 
cating the doctrine of giving to his own State, and 
one or two others, all the offices, and excluding 
everybody else! Now, if we can succeed in bring- 
ing about this equality, we shall have attained a 
| great end; and I shall not have to go to my con- 
stituents and say I have no influence with the 
| President, (which is now too true.) It is true, 
as the gentleman from Illinois says, that the Pres- 
ident does not meddle with these small offices. I 
wish they were in the hands of the President; I 
believe more justice would then be done than we 
now have. But when we apply to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and certain other secretaries, who 
have a majority of Whigs under them, we are 
turned away with the answer, they ‘* do not know 
anything about it.’’ The time may come when 
they will know about it; when we will be heard 
on this floor; and the time may come when we 
shall be a little more respected than we are now. 

On motion, the committee rose and reported. 

Ona suggestion of Mr. THURMAN, the House 
consented to receive a report from 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, in the form ofa bill further to extend the 
iime for locating Virginia military Jand warrants 
and returning the surveys thereon to the General 
Land Office. 

The bill was read twice by its title. 

Mr. A. D. SIMS moved its commitment. 


The bill was read a third time, and passed. 


pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill to 
create a board to ascertain and determine the 
amount of each of the claims of the citizens of the 


| United States against Mexico. 


Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 





Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS, on leave given, pre- | 
sented a memorial (heretofore published in the 
| 

| 

| 


papers) of ladies of New York, concerning a re- 


port made some time since by Mr. Jas. A. Biack, 
in relation to the army. 


The memorial having been read, was laid on the 
table. 


And the House adjourned. 





The following petitions and memorials were pre- 


sented under the rule, and referred to the appropri- | 


ate committees: 


By Mr. HOPKINS: The petition of John Vaughan and 72 
others, citizens of Tennessee and Virginia, praying for the 
establishment of a post route from Stock creek, in Seott 
county, Virginia, to Lea Valley post office: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

By Mr. LASERE:: The petition of Isaae Johnson, Charles 
Gayarre, John L. Lewis, M. Marigny, and other citizens of 


| the State of Louisiana, representing the necessity of a naval 


Put, ou a request to that effect by Mr. THUR- 
| MAN— 


Mr. G. S. HOUSTON, on leave given, and in | 
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rendezvous for the shipping and enlisting of seamen, ma 
rines, &c., being established in the city of New Orleans : re 
ferred to the Committee on Nawal Affairs 

By Mr. MeCRATE: The petition of N. O. Douglass and 
other citizens of Oxford county, Maine, asking the establish- 
mentot a mail route in said State: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. LA SERE: The memorial of the General Assem 
bly of the State of Louisiana, praying that obstructions in 
the Bayou Lafourche, placed there by order of the Federal 
Government, be removed for the purposes of navigation: re 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, 

By Mr. THIBODEAUX: The memorial of the Legista 
ture of Louisiana, praying for an appropriatvon tor clearing 
out Bayou Latfourcive : referred to the Committee on Military 
Affurs. 

By Mr. LASERE: The petition of Frederick Duzzive 
praying to be confirmed in the purchase of a tract of land 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 11, 1846. 

Mr. JOTINSON, of Maryland, presented the 
petition of James KF. Southeron, asking compensa 
tion for property ck stroye d by the enemy during 
the late war with Great Britain; which was refer 
red to the Committee of Claims. 

PAY DEPARTMENT OF THE 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee of Conference, 
appointed yesterday to confer with a like commit 
tee from the House, in relation to the disaerre eine 
votes of the two Houses upon the bill making al- 
terations in the pay department of the army, sub- 
mitted a report, re commending as follows: 

“That the Senate reeede from its disagreement to the 


amendments of the House, with the exer plion of the proviso, 
by which additional officers, to be appomited in the pay de 


ARMY. 


partment, ‘shall continue in service only so long as the iy 
crease of the rank and file of the army may be necessary, as 
authorized and provided tor in an act passed during the pres 
ent session ;? and that the House reeede trom so mueh of ite 
amendment to the original bill as is contained in the 
proviso. 

* Should the recommendation of the conferees be adopted 
by the two Houses, the effeet will be to substitute for the two 
sections of the original bill the following 

“*s That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to appoit three additional payinasters, to be at 
tached to the pay department of the army.’ 

“éSec. 2. And be it further enacted, hat the ofticers ap 
pointed in virtue of this act shall perform the same duties, 
receive the same pay and allowances, as the present pay 
masters of the army; and shall, in like manner, be subjeet 
to the rules and articles of war; and previous to entering 
upon the duties of their offices, shall give sneh bonds to the 
United States as the Secretary of War may direct, for the 
faithful performance of their duties,’ 

“The effect of the foregoing substitute is to strike from 
the original bill the provision authorizing the appointment of 
an assistant paymaster general, and the provision re pealing 
so much of the aet of 15th May, 1820, as limits the tenure of 
the otfiee of paymaster of the army, so that the limitation 
will remain in full force. Its further effect is to modify the 
amendment of the House, so as to place the three additional 
paymasters to he appointed on the same footing as the pay 
masters of the army now in service.” 


sid 


On motion of Mr. D., the Senate considered the 
report, and the same was concurred in, 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
Printing, to whom was referred a resolution to 


| print 500 copies of a compilation of the existing 


pension laws, made a report adverse to the adop- 
tion of the resolution; which report was coneurred 
in, and the question being now upon the resolution, 
it was laid upon the table. 

Mr. A. also, from the same committee, reported 
in favor of the motion to print an additional number 
of copies of a memorial from the representatives of 
the Society of Friends of New England, praying 
the adoption of measures for the perpetuation of 
peace, 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the report be laid upon 
the table until the close of the war; which motion 
was not agreed to. 

The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of the report; and the same was concurred in. 

Mr. A. also, from the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a motion to print 5,000 ad- 
ditional copies of the correspondence between the 
Governments of the United States and Great Brit- 
ain during the years 1840, 1841, 1842, and 1843, 


| in relation to the right of search; also a copy of 


the protest by General Cass, when Minister to 
France, against the Quintuple Treaty, and the cor 


| respondence in relation thereto—reported an amend- 


ment providing for the printing of 1,000 copies 
only; which amendment was concurred in. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to print as amended, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee of 
Claims, submitted an adverse report upon the pe- 
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yrinted. 

Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution; 
which was laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be mstrueted to inquire into the propriety of estab- 
lishing an additional judicial district in the State of 
Texas, and fixing the times and places of holding 
the district courts of the United Siates in said 
State. 

Mr. MANGUM gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave of the Senate to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Win. H. Thomas. 

Mr. JENNESS asked to be discharged from 
further service upon the Committee on Finance; 
which was agreed to. 

GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The (House) bill to define the boundaries of the 
State of lowa, and to repeal so much of the act of 
the 3d of March, 1845, as relates to the boundaries 
of lowa, was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committte on the Territories. 

The (Tlouse) bill ** to enable the people of Wis- 
consin to farm a constitution and State Govern- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into the 
Union,’’? was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories. 

"The (House) bill granting lands to the Territory 
of lowa, to aid in the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Des Moines river in said Territory, was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lie I ‘ ind 

‘The (fLlouse) bill to repeal an act entitled * An 
act for the relief of the Stockbridge Indians in the 
‘Territory of Wisconsin, approved March 3, 1843,” 
and for other purposes, was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The (llouse) bill ** to equalize the compensation 
of the surveyors general of the public land offices 
of the United States, and for other purposes,’’ was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

‘The (House) bill to grant a certain quantity o 
land to aid in the improvement of the Fox apd 
Wisconsin rivers, was read twice, and referred to 
the Commitee on the Public Lands. 

"The (House) bill to authorize the constituted 
authorities of the county of Polk, in the Territory 
of lowa, to enter a quarter section of land for a seat 
of justice, was read twice, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Territories. 

The (House) bill to establish an additional land 
office in. lowa was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

‘The Senate considered the adverse report of the 
Commiitee on Pensions, on the petiuon of Philip 
Slaughter, which was concurred in. 


WAR WITH MEXICO. 


On motion of Mr. DIX, the Senate resumed the 
consideration of the act supplemental to an act 
entided “An act providing for the prosecution of 
the existing war with Mexico”—the question 
being upou the second amendment made by the 
tlouse of Representatives to said bill, which is as 
foll WSS 

\fter the word ** establishment,” in the seventh line of the 
original bill, insert 

* Prov del, That, when the war with Mexico shall ter 
inate, the number of major generals in the army shall be 
reduced ty one, and the number of brigadier generals sivall 
be reduced to two; and the President of the United States is 
aithorized wud directed to select from the whole number 
Which mmay then be in office, without regard to the date of 
them Commissions, tre number to be retained, and cause the 
remainder to be discharged from the service of the United 
States.”’ 

‘lo this amendment, Mr. Huntineron had sub- 
mitted the following: 

Strike out all after the word “and,” commencing with 
the words “the President,” and insert “it shall be the duty 
of the Peesident, by and with the adviee and consent of the 
Senare, to diseharge such of the general officers as may be 
touch in-service as shall be necessary to accomplish said re 
duction.” 

Mr. MOREHEAD resumed his remarks, which 
were interrupted yesterday by the motion for an 

: ¢, 4 
isxecutive session. He did not propose, he said, 
to continue the areument upon the ceneral propo- 
sition as to the power of Congress to control re- 
movals from office. His object was, chiefly, to 

' ° oi ~ . . a 
eall the attention of the Senate to the significant 
fact, that the Hlouse of Representatives had, by 
the amendment which they had adopted, affirmed 
the existence of that power. Concurring entirely 
in this view, he assumed it as an unalterable fact, 


tition of John Cocke; which was ordered to be | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





that the Senate ought to be associated with the 


President in its exercise; for it was the doctrine | 


held by those who framed the Constitution, that it 
was competent for the legislative department of 
the Government to regulate, to any and every ex- 
tent, the appointments and removal of officers un- 
der this Government. 

Mr. DIX said he hoped the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Connecticut would be reject- 
ed, and that the Senate would then disagree to the 
amendments of the House. He thought a ques- 
tion of such magnitude ought not to be decided in 
this indirect manner. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said his amendment was 
not offered with a view of favoring the proposition 
of the House to make any law upon the subject of 


a reduction of the number of officers; but its object | 


and intention was, if the amendments of the House 
prevailed, to regulate the manner in which the re- 
movals should be made. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON rose and said that the 


Senator from Ohio, [Mr. ALuEen,]} in the course of | 


remarks made by him yesterday, had asserted that 
language had been put into the mouths of those 
designated as the war party, which they had never 
used, to the effect that they desired to prepare the 


hearts of the people for war; and had added, that || 
suong efforts had been made to denounce them as || 
a war party. Now, he (Mr. C.) did not know of | 


any strong efforts that had been made to denounce 
them as a war party; but if he rightly understood 
the language of the honorable Senator from Ohio, 
he did repeatedly, at the commencement of the 
session, tell them that it was desirable to prepare 
the hearts of the people for war. He must have 
greatly misunderstood the gentleman if, during the 
debate on the resolutions offered by the Senator 
from Michigan, {Mr. Cass,} he did not state that 


it wasa desirable thing to prepare the hearts of the 


gentleman de- 


people for war. If the honorable g 


sired to retract that ex pression-—— 
Mr. ALLEN. [I retract nothing that I said; but 
I did not say that. 


Mr. CLAYTON proceeded. Perhaps the Sen- | 


ator thought that at this stage of the session it 
was not desirable to prepare the hearts of the 
people for war. At all events, it seemed to him 
(Mr. C.) that it was too late to deny, after all that 
had been heard in the Senate, that there was any 
party or person here desirous to prepare the hearts 


of the people for war. He repeated that he must || 
have greatly misunderstood the language of the | 


Senator from Ohio, during the debate on the no- 
tice, if he did not use the phrase attributed to him. 


He would, however, allow the Senator to report || 


himself. He knew best what he said—certainly, 
he knew his own meaning best. but there was 
another remark, which was irrelevant to the debate, 
which fell from the Senator from Ohio yesterday. 
It was asserted by him that the war with Mexico 
had burst upon the country, contrary to the wish- 


es and expectations of all. He (Mr. C.) was sur- | 


prised to hear that. If he understood the honor- 
able Senator, he said that the war had not been 


determined upon two days before the intimation of 


its existence was sent to the Senate. But he cer- 
tainly said that the war had burst upon the country 
contrary to the wishes and expectations of all. 


Why, by looking into the documents sent to the | 


Senate by the President of the United States at the 


tume they were called upon to make the declara- | 
tion of war, it would be seen that, for at least five | 
or six months before that time, war had been re- | 


garded by the Executive as a probable event. 
Movements had been made many months ante- 
cedent to that period for the purpose of bringing 
on the war. In order to correct the erroneous im- 
pression which might thus go abroad in conse- 


quence of the declarations of the honorable Sen- | 


ator from Ohio, he Mr. C. would beg leave to cail 
the attention of the Senate to the documents them- 
selves. |Mr. C. here read several extracts from 
the correspondence between the Secretary of State 
and Mr. Slidell, and also from the orders from the 
War Department to General ‘Taylor, for the pur- 
pose of demonstrating that war with Mexico was 
regarded as a probable result of the refusal of 
Mexico to receive the United States Minister. ] 
He did not think it necessary to detain the Senate 
by comments on these extracts. They were in 


June 11, 
i dence before him, the Senator from Ohio coul 

hazard the assertion that the war with Mexic, 
|| burst upon them contrary to the wishes and, . 
|| pectations of all. He (Mr. C.) did not intend to 
enter on the question whether the Executiye W z 
or was not censarable for bringing on the w F 
All that he designed was to correct the hénorahi, 
Senator from Ohio, and not to permit his ass f 
tion to go to the country without contradiction, , 

Mr. ALLEN replied. He confessed th “- 
had been somewhat astonished in finding the g,.. 
ator from Delaware take up two or three remarks 
which he (Mr. A.) had made yesterday, jy, oy... 
to convert them into a text from which to mak, , 
speech against the Mexican war, and that in do z 
so he should have recurred to an observation ane , 
he {Mr. Carron] had, he believed, been the ¢,. 
_to impute to him (Mr. A.) in the commence, 
| of the Oregon discussion, relative to preparins th 
hearts of the people for war. There was 9 joy). 
nacity in sticking to this misstatement of the eaco 
| which showed that the error must be deep-rooted 


j 


in the Senator’s mind; for he (Mr. A.) would no: 
believe that he would willingly make any misre 
resentation. Did not that Senator know that, over 
| and over again on that floor, he (Mr. A.) had py: 
that charge with an explanation of the words 
which he had used? In answer to Senators, |y 
| had some five or six times put that thing rizht, and 
| now the Senator said that he (Mr. A.) retracted j; 
| He retracted nothing that he said—not one sy. 
| lable; he stood by every word of it. He would je. 
| tract no words that he ever uttered, uuless ep). 
|| vinced that he was in error, or had done injustics 
|, to others. ‘Then, and not till then, would he mai. 
| any retraction. But he had committed no eryoy 
here. What he did say he had repeated on tha: 
|, floor halfa dozen times. And he repeated it one 
more. In the course of the debate on the resol). 
tions of the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass, 
|| inquiring into the state of the national defeners. 
| the Senator from Massachusetts, not now in his 
seat, (Mr. Wessrer,] expressed the opinion that 
there was a different mode of preparation from that 
_ of offering resolutions, and making all this thing 
| public—he thought that the better mode was t 
prepare quietly for war. In answer to that, |y 
| (Mr. A.) stated that he entertained a totally dit- 
ferent opinion—that the preparation did not coy- 
|| sist merely in voting arms and men, but in pye- 
paring the judgment and hearts of the people for 
war. Now, when the country was in danger, the 
|, hearts of the people ought to be prepared for wa: 
|| by a full exhibition of the dangers with which tu 
country was threatened. He (Mr. A.) would not 
| shrink from the responsibility of such a sentiment. 
| He assumed it, and the results of the legislation of 
|| this session had showed that, even if he had 
| made the broad declaration attributed to him, lv 
would have been right in preparing the hearts of 
the people for war. He took nothing back. So 
much for that. He cared not, therefore, whi 
| way the gentleman chose to take it. He had now 
explained for the sixth or seventh time what he 
did say, and he would stand by it. Well, that 
| was so unimportant an observation, that it could 
only have been resorted to by the Senator as a tex! 
| for making a speech that day against the action of 
the Government in relation to Mexico. We, 
yesterday he (Mr. A.) had made the declaration 
that the Mexican war had burst upon the country 
contrary to the wishes—and perhaps he had 
added—the expectations of all. Well, suppose he 
(Mr. A.) had been mistaken in that—was any hari 
done? Was it an observation of any kind of in- 
portance? Notatall. Why, then, was it recul- 
red to by the Senator? Not because the declars- 
tion was of any importance. No, that was not i 
reason. But the Senator had referred to it, be- 
cause it could be conveniently used to-day as * 
|| text on which to make a speech against the Mex- 
ican war. Well, every man had a right to take 
his own course, he did not complain of the Senator. 
He [Mr. Crayton] hada right to speak agains’ 
the war, if he chose, although he voted the means 
| of carrying it on. That was his own business 
| Well, what was the state of the case? According \ 
the Senator’s own quotation of part of the declar® 
tion, it was nothing more nor less than that nobody 


srep- 


themselves sufficiently clear and conclusive. If | Senator ready to deny that? Was he willing & 


that evidence would not satisfy reasonable minds, 
he did not know what evidence would produce that 
eflect. Jt was surprising that, with all that evi- 





it 
} 


' wished or desired the Mexican war. Was te 


|| say that that part of the declaration was erroneous: 
Would he say that anybody wished to bring 0" 
|| this Mexican war? Did he mean to say that le 
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in the 
was no party in ° 
who desired this Mexican war? 


honorable Senator to answer that question before he | 


pede rther. 
procets a CLAYTON. I will answer the Sen- 
tor with great pleasure when he has concluded. 
7 Mr. ALLEN. Very well; the Senater had al- 
juded to the documents for the purpose of dis- 
nroving the faet that the war came contrary to the 


wishes and ex vectations of the people. How did | 
thaneeve that? By reading a partof | 


he attempt to 
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(Mr A.) was mistaken in his delaration that there | 


United States who wanted— | for war. 


He asked the | 








was desirable to prepare the hearts of the people 

He did not mean to press it upon the 
gentleman, if he would deny it and retract it. He 
said he would not retract it. He defended it. All 
he (Mr. C.) would say was simply that it would 


| not be safe for the Senator to refer to any Senator 
| on that floor—on one side or the other—in order to 


the public documents, in which it was said that if |) 


Mexico did so and so, the country would have to 


sake the matter into its own hands. That was the 


»roof which the Senator offered to sustain his po- | 
Pp 


sition that somebody in the country desired and 
expected war! Well, go back to the Presidents’ 
messages as far back as the time of Mr. Adams, and 
they would find that in all relating to the difficul- 
ties with Mexico the uniform language was identi- 
cal with that referred to in the message of Mr. 
Polk. But the Senator said that the army was 
ordered to take up its position on the Rio Grande, 
and he quoted from the directions issued to the 
commanding general. Well, did he mean to deny 
that the Executive of the United States had a right 


to send the army to the eastern bank of the Kio | 


Grande? Did he mean to assert that, in the cir- 
eymstances of the case, that was not a proper 
measure? The troops were sent to that part of the 
frontier with the express view of preventing war. 
Ii was not imagined that the Mexicans would be 
so short-sighted and so stupid as to cross the Rio 
Grande. But, not so clear-headed as the American 
neople, the Mexicans crossed the river, and re- 
crossed in part; One portion of them recrossed the 
Rio Grande, and the other portion crossed the 
Styx. 
nota Senator—there was nota statesman about 
the Capitol, who believed that the Mexican Gov- 
ernment would have been so blind, insensible of 
their own weakness and the American physical 
and moral strength, as to have ordered their army 


i cross the river, in the face of three thousand || representatives for war. 


American troops, if they had not been secretly 
backed by Great Britain. For his own part, he 
dd not believe that the Mexicans would have been 
stupid enough to cross the river in the face of three 
thousand American troops unless they had some 
secret backing that had not yet appeared. ‘These 
precautionary measures, then, to which the Sen- 
ator had alluded, were designed to prevent the oc- 
currence of war; and the crossing of the river by 
the Mexicans, therefore, took everybody by sur- 


prise, and imposed on Congress the indispensable | 


duty of recognising the existence of the war, and 
arming to repel the invasion. So that war did 
come upon the country contrary to the wishes and 
expectations of the people. Mexico was enjoying 
the old Spanish prerogative of gasconade, and no 
ove imagined that she meant to go to war. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON rejoined. 
tended to have corrected the erroneous representa- 
tions of the Senator from Ohio yesterday, but had 


not been fortunate enough to obtain the floor in | 
advance of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. | 


Morentan,] and therefore he had availed himself 
of the earliest opportunity which offered to-day 


© 


seeking a pretext to make a speech against the || 


Mexican war, he could easily find it without 


taking up one of the speeches ef the Senator from | 


Uhio, 


Mr. ALLEN, 


He had in- | 


He would undertake to say that there was | 





I do not wish to be understood | 


as having used any unkind expression. I did not | 


say, “* pretext’’—I said ** text.’’ 

Mr. CLAYTON did not understand the Senator 
a speaking unkindly—not at all. Well, then, 
when he (Mr, C.) desired a text from which to 
speak, in reference to the Mexican war, he could 
easily find it in many things besides the remarks 
Which fell from the Senator from Ohio. An occa- 
sion for denouncing that war would perhaps pre- 
Sent itself before the end of this session. 
hot been led into it now by the remarks of the Sen- 
“or. THis (Mr. C.’s) object was simply to correct 
‘ie errors of the Senator, who had thus seized 


He had | 


pon atext from which to defend the Mexican war; | 


aad the Senator had indulged himself at full length. 

‘© remarks upon which he had animadverted 
Were two: first, he (Mr. C.) thought that the Sen- 
‘tor was in error when he denied that any person 


_on that floor, or that he himself had said that it 


} 


seek testimony to sustain him in the denial that he 
{Mr. Auten] had repeatedly made the declaration 
in question. He (Mr. Aten] was at liberty to 
select his own witness, and whoever that witness 
might be, he would answer that the Senator had 
again and again made the declaration. But the 
Senator indeed persists in it, and avers now that 
it'was desirable to prepare the hearts of his coun- 
trymen for war. He justified it, because he said 
that war had come upon them, whilst at the same 
time he asserted that the war had burst upon them 
contrary to all expectation! What! prepare the 
hearts of his countrymen for war when nobody ex- 
pected war? Were the people, then, to be kept in 
continual agitation, as if war actually existed, when 
there was no expectation in the mind of any one 
that war was approaching? Was the process of 
preparing the hearts of the people for war to be 


| thus kept up unweariedly, although no one expect- 
| ed war? 


Why surely —— 

Mr. ALLEN. 1 want this thing put right. 1 
spoke of the Mexican war as being not apprehend- 
ed. It was when the Oregon question was up, and 
the opposite side declared that if we did not give up 
Oregon the British would fight us, that the declara- 
tion was made. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON proceeded. He would 
indulge the Senator with great pleasure in all his 
explanations. But after all, he had not yet made 
the case perfectly clear. ‘The Senator had said that 
when he made the declaration he was speaking in 
regard to the war with England for Oregon. Well, 
he (Mr. C.) cared not in reference to what subject 
the declaration was made. He believed that it was 
notat all the proper duty of members of Congress 
to prepare the hearts of the people for war. It was 
the part of the people to prepare the hearts of their 
ut he (Mr. C.) depre- | 


_ cated the preparation of the heartsof the people for | 


_ war by violent and declamatory tirades, and he was 


very glad to be able to add, that such tirades were 
deprecated as sincerely by gentlemen on the oppo- 
site side of the chamber—the political friends of 
the Senator from Ohio himself. When war came, 
the hearts of the people would be fully prepared. 
The patriotic impulses of the American heart did 


/ not need to be fanned into vitality by windy decla- 


mation. ‘There was a living flame in the hearts of 
the American people from which, when the hour of 
trial came, even Senatorial patriotism might fitly 
borrow. But the Senator from Ohio having seized 
upon his (Mr. C.’s) remarks—remarks made with 
the single object of correcting the errors of the 
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Senator—as a text from which to discuss the Mex- |! 


ican war, had made some observations which de- | 
manded correction, or rather it was necessary to re- 
mind the Senator of some things which he (Mr. 
C.) had read from the documents, without com- 
menting upon them, inasmuch as their meaning 
and bearing appeared to be perfectly obvious to 
every capacity. It was conclusively shown by 


|| those documents, that so far back as the month of 
of preventing the error from going abroad. As to | 


January last, the Executive of the United States 
did anticipate war. The Secretary of State dis- 
tinetly stated that, in case of the rejection of the 
United States’ minister by Mexico, it would be the 
duty of the country to avenge itself—in other words, | 
that war must come. And in the letter of the 20th 
January, Mr. Buchanan tells Mr. Slidell—in an- | 


ticipation of the final refusal of the Mexican Gov- | 
| ernment to receive him—that he had ordered the 


army in Texas to move on to the Rio Grande. If, 
after that evidence, the Senator from Ohio still per- 
sisted in the assertion that the Government of the 
United States did not expect war, he (Mr. C.) 
weuld hardly know what to say; but when he 
[Mr. ALLEN] spoke, he must speak by the docu- 
ments. It was not by general declamation that 
anything was to be established on one side or 
the other. He (Mr. C.) pointed to the testimony 
of the documents; and he said that it proved con- 
clusively that so far back as the 20th of January 
the Executive of the United States did expect war, | 
and from their own language must have considered 
it as almost inevitable, when they ordered Taylor 


, to move to the Rio Grande and take up his position 


in front of Matamoros, and at his discretion to pass | 
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to the other side of the river, and carry the war 
into Mexico. The whole point of war or no war 
was made to depend on the single circumstance of 
the reception or rejection of the minister sent by 
the United States. As he (Mr. C.) had said, he 
would not go into the discussion of the question 
now; but he would say that it did appear from the 
documents themselves that the Mexican Govern- 
ment were desirous to receive a commission ad hoe 
to settle all the boundaries between the United 
States and Mexico; that they held out every in- 
ducement to believe that if a commissioner or com- 
missioners were sent, the question of boundaries 
between the two countries could have been satistie- 
torily settled without a war, and that the United 
States Government refused to send the commis- 
sioner which Mexico desired, sending, in the face 
of all the evidence of the wishes of Mexico, a min- 
ister, upon the rejection of whom, the troops were 
ordered to march upon the Rio Grande, and take 
up their position ‘ake a few hundred yards of the 
Mexican town of Matomoros. His (Mr. C.’s) 
ybject, however, was merely to correct the errors 
of the Senator from Ohio. The Senator appeared 
to think that his remarks were of no sort of im- 
portance, ‘The gentleman was quite too modest. 
He entirely undervalued his own importance as a 
Senator of the United States, not to speak about his 


| being chairman of the Committee of Foreign Re- 


lations. He occupied a semi-official position with 
regard to the Executive; and when in that charac- 
ter he announced to the world that the war with 
Mexico had burst upon them contrary to the 
wishes and expectations of all, he (Mr. C.) deemed 
it his duty to correct the Senator, and to place the 
matter in its true light. 

[A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House had 
concurred in the report of the committee of con- 
ference upon the bill making alterations in the pay 
department of the army. Also, that said Tlouse 
had passed a bill further to extend the time for 
locating Virginia military land warrants, and re- 
turning the surveys thereof to the General Land 
Office. | 

Mr. ARCHER said that he would vote for the 
amendment to the amendment, and would then 
vote against the amendment as amended, provided 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Dix] and his 
friends would vote in favor of the amendment 
submitted by the gentleman from Connecticut, 
[Mr. Huntineron.] If they would not go for the 
latter amendment, he (Mr. A.) and his friends 
would be obliged to maintain their independent 
position. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said, in explana- 
tion of the vote he was about to give, that, though 
he concurred in the principle which the amend- 
ment involved, he thought it was improper to ap- 
ply it to this bill alone. ‘There was not now sutli- 
cient time for discussing that principle. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed the same view, and 
added that he did not consider it the proper time to 
provide for the reduction of the army at all. 


The question was taken on the amendment by 
yeas and nays, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Berrien, Thoiwas Clayton, John 
M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, More 
head, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Webster, and 
Woodbridge—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Baz- 
by, Benton, Breese, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, 
Colquitt, Diekinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Houston, Jenness, Johnson of Maryland, lewis, MeDuflie, 
Niles, Pennybaeker, Rusk, Semple, Sevicr, Speight, Stur- 
geon, ‘Turney, and Yulee—31. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. The 
next amendment being under consideration, rela- 
tive to the reduction of the number of officers, &e., 


| at the close of the Mexican war— 


Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out the words ‘* termination of the war 
with Mexico,” and inserting ‘* the restoration of 
peace.”’ ; 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Will the Senator from 
Ohio be good enough to tell us from what quarter 
he expects another war? 

Mr. ALLEN replied that he wished to guard 
against the disbanding of the army in the midst of 
a war with Great Britain if it should occur. He 
did not know whether any other war would be 
spliced on to this Mexiean war; but he stated yes- 
terday that these events were hurrying upon them. 
They did not expect a war with Mexico sixty 
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hours before it was declared, 
to say. 

Tlie question being then taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. ALLEN, it was not agreed to. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to amend the amendment, 
by striking out all that part of it which directs the 
manner in Which the reduction provide d for in the 
same section should be made; and the quesuon 
being taken thereon, it was disagreed to. 

‘The question recurring upon a concurrence with 
the origwmal amendment of the Tlouse, 

Mr. ATCHISON asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and, being called, resulted as 
follows . 


That was all he had 





Y KAS—Meeers. Allen, Atchison, Breese, Cameron, Cass, 
Fairfield, Hannegan, Nik Semp.e, Sevier, Sturgeon, and 
Turne 2 

NAYS — Mesers. Archer, Astley, Atherton, Bagby, Ben 
" terrien, Calhoun, Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, John 
M. Clayton, Colquit, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Dickinson, 
Dix. Green Ilaywood, Houdon, Huntington, Jaruagin, 
Jeun .Jdounson of Marviand, Johnson of Loui-iana, Lew 
is, MeDutiie, Mangum, Miler, Morehoad, Pearce, Penny 
backer, Phelps, Rus«, Sitamons, Speight, Upham, Webster, 
Woodbridge, and Yue J. 

The next amendment, by the Hlouse, was read 
as follows: 

After seetion five, insert the following new sec- 
tion, to be numbered six: 

Seo. 6. dnd be it farther enacted, That the President of 
the Untied States bo, and hereby is, authiornzed to appoint as 
many addtona i-tant ad ulant generals, not exceeding 
four. as tin rice may require; who shall be appoiute d 
pea the ime manner, have the same brevet rank, pay, and 
emolument vd be charged with the same duties, os those 
now suthonzed by liw Provile That these additional 
Appoimianent hail continue only so long as the exig neies 
ol thie ry min coder necessary. 

Mr. DIX corrected a statement made by him 
vesterday, to the effect that the committee were in 


favor of the rejection of all the amendments, and 
moved that the one under consideration should be 
agreed lo, 

Mr. JOLLNSON, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the amendment by inserting after the word *ap- 
y and with the advice and 


pointe a." the words ss hy 
Senate;”’ 


consent of the ;? which motion was agreed 
to, and the amendment, as amended, was then 
nmabopets d. 

Vir. HANNEGAN moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the Senate yesterday refused to 
avree to the first amendment of the House; which 

ed to. 
amendment was then read, and is as fol- 


monhon was acre 
The 
lows: 


; 
iS 


Strike out in the first section of the billthe word * two’ 
{major generals} and insert the word * one;” and strike 


out the word * four” [brigadier generals] and insert * two.” 


Th question upon agreeing to the amendment 
was about to be put by the Chair, when 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, called for a divis- 
question. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the question was 
not: of division. 

Mr. WES'TCOTT made some remarks in expla- 
nation of an observation which he made yesterday, 
and which appeared to be misunde rstood by some, 


ion of the 


rtible 


Liis meaning was, that he would not receive any 
recommendation from the Executive unless it came 
in black and white. A mere suggestion that any 
measure Was a Government measure would not 


have weight with hha. 

Mr. DLX remarked, that he had merely stated a 
fact—that the Executive regarded that number of 
officers a8 hecessary. 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked if there was any writ- 
ten from the Execuiive to that 
eflect: 

Mr. DIX replied in the negative. 

Mr. HANNEGAN thought that a mere verbal 
communication was not enutled to weight. 

Mr. DLX stated that there had been a consulta- 
tion with the proper department, and that the bill 
was prepared by that department. 

Mr. SEVIER added that he hoped the Senators 
from Florida and Indiana would not insist on the 
necessity of a formal communication from the Ex- 
ecutive on this portion of the bill. ‘Lhe uniform 
practice had been to frame bills of such a character 
after a free conference with the department, 


Mr. HANNEGAN said he had not designed to 
east any discredit on the veracity of the Senator 
from New York. But be (Mr. H.) was looking 
to the time when the bill of costs was to be footed 
up and paid, and a pretty heavy bill it would be; 
and when he, amongst others, would be asked why 
he had agreed to incur such vast expenses. He 


communication 








desired it to be placed on the record, so that the \| 
people could see that the measure had originated || 
with him whom the people had placed at the head || 
of the Government, and who conducted the war. 
He wished it to be known that it had not been the 
result of his (Mr. H.’s) voluntary will; and to be | 
able to reply, when asked how it happened that he || 
had voted to involve the country in a war of such | 
heavy expenditure, that he haa only voted in com- | 
plianee with the requisition of the President of the 

people. He was ready at all mes to assume the || 
share of responsibility which properly attached to || 
him. But he desired to see responsibility fairly || 
divided, and was unwilling that the weight of in- 

curring the cost of carrying on the war should be 

cast wholly upon Congress. 

After some turther remarks from Messrs. W EST- 
COTT, Si VIER, DAYTON, and HOUSTON, 
the question was taken upon agreeing to the amend- 
ment; and the yeas and nays being asked for, were 
ordered, and, veing taken, resulted as follows: 

Y EAS—Mesers. Arcner, Atchison, Berrien, Breese, Cam- 
eron, Thomas Claytou, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, 
Dayton, Fairfield, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Joiun- 
son of Louisiana, Mangum, Mitier, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, 


Phelp:, Semple, Summons, Upham, Westcott, and Wood- 
britige wv. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ashiey, Athertoa, Bagby, Benton, Cal- 


houn, Chalmers, Coiquitt, Dickinsoa, Dix, Haywood, thous 
ton, Jenness, Jounsou of Maryland, Lewis, Me Dutiie, Pen- 
vybacker, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Siurgeun, ‘Turney, and | 
Yulec—2 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

| Several messages in wring were received from | 
the President of the United Stutes, by the hands of 
Mr. N. P.'Trist.] 

‘The next amendment, by the House, was then 
read as follows: ; 

Strike out all after the word ** army,” in the 7th 
section, and insert: 

* Providel, That no officer shall hold a commission in 


said depaitment of the rank of major, or higher, and at the 
same time retain a Commission in tue line.”’ 


The question being taken upon this amendment, 
it was disagreed to. 

The next amendment by the House, which was 
then read, simply inserts the word ‘“‘oflicer,’’ which 
had inadvertently been omitted; and, the question 
being taken on its adoption, it was agreed to. 

‘Lhe Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
next amendment; which was read, as follows: 

After the eleventh section, insert the following 
additional section: 


Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
rected to cause such number of infantry, cavalry, and artil 
lery tactics, and general regulations of tie army, as nay be | 
necessary for the instruction and information ot the volun- 
teer force called into the service of tie United States, or or- 
dered to hold themseives in readiness for that service, to be 
procured and distributed for their use, and that the same be 
paid for out of any money in the treasury not Otherwise ap- 
propriated, 


The question being taken upon this amendment, 
it was disagreed to. 

‘The next amendment consisted in the insertion 
of the following additional section, which was read: 
Seo. 13. And be it further enacted, That the operation of 
the act approved May twenty-nine, eighteen hundred and 
thirty, enutied “An act to aiter and amend the sixty. fifth 
article of the first section of an act entitled An act tor estab- | 
lishing rules and articles for the government of the United 
States army, passed tenth of April, one thousand eight lun- 
dred and six,” be, and the same is hereby, suspended during 

the war with Mexico. 


‘The question being taken upon the latter amend- | 
ment, it was disagreed to. 

The next amendment, consisting in the introduc- | 
tion of the following additional section, was read, | 
and disagreed to: 

Sec. 14. wind le it further enacted, That to the rules and 
articles for the government of tle arnnes of the United States, 
established by the above recited act, in the first section of 
the same there shali be added the toliowing: 

ARTICLE 102. Any officer, or soldier, or any other of the 
persons deseribed or cnum~erated in the sixtieth, ninety- 
sixti, and ninety--eventh of the said established arucles, and 
in general all other followers of a camp or army of the United 
States, When any such anny shall be serving beyond the 


limits of the United Stats, and their organized territorial 
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So 


| and it was disagreed to. 


|| Printing, 


_ dune ll. 


rying on hostilities against the public enemy, shall be 
to reeeive more than eight rations per day, or com 
therefor. 


Mr. BENTON hoped that now that the 
had shown what it could do, Congress w 
attacking it, its provisions, clothing, and all appro. 

necessary to meet emergencies. He 
1oped the army would be left to the attacks of the 
enemy alone. 

The question was then taken on the amen 


entitled 
Mulation 


army 
ould cease 


dment, 


al , : 
Che next and last amendment, which was the 
addition of the following new section, was then 


considered and disagreed to: 


Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That when 
of the army shall make a requisition upon the Exe titive of 
any State, for militia or volunteers, to be employed in ty ns 
service of the United States, it shall he the duty of the or 
ficer to communicate to the said Executive a copy of a 
much of his instructions as contains the authority 
wiich he acts, and all calls otherwise made 
garded, 


GENERAL GAINES’S CALL FOR TROOPS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting additional correspondence jn 
relation to the call by General Gaines for volun 
teers, was read; and, 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, it was ordered 


ANY Officer 


Ty under 
shall be disre 


| to be printed. 


Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee oy 
to whom was referred the motion to 
print 5,000 additional copies of the constitution 
of lowa, reported adversely thereon. The motion 
to print was then, on motion of Mr. A,, laid upon 
the table, 

The bill received from the House to-day, jy 
relation to extending the time for locating Vip. 
ginia military land warrants, &c., was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. M ANGUM, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive bysi- 
ness; and at four o’clock the doors were again 
opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, June 11, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
roved. 
The SPEAKER announced the business first in 


| order to be the resolution heretofore reported by 


Mr. Gorpon, from the select committee on the sub- 
ject of the distribution of the 10th volume of the 
Laws of the United States. 

On which resolution Mr. WINTHROP was en- 
titled to the floor. 


Mr. SAWYER, on leave, made a personal ex: 
planation in relation to the statement in a repub- 
lished speech of Mr. Srewarr, that but six Dem- 
ocrats voted in the House for the proposition to 
increase the pay of volunteers to $10 a month, and 
but five Whigs against it. He denied this to be 
the fact, and referred to the Journal to show that on 
the only recorded vote taken on this question, on 
an amendment to the war bill proposing this in- 
crease of pay to $10 a month, sixty-three Democrats 


| voted for it, and 44 Whigs for it; 56 Democrats 


'of Mr. Jones, and two-thirc 


governments, may be ticd, and capitally or otherwise pun- || 


ished, by ®entence of a general court-imarual, according to 
the nature and degree of the ofienee, for any murder or | 
oluer felony committed upon the person or property of any 
or the persons herein included, or upon the person or prop 
erty of any of the people of the country beyond the said geo- 
graphical of judicial limits, 


‘The next amendment, being the following new 
secuion, Was next considered: 


Seo. 15. and be it further enacted, That from and after the | 
passage of this act, no officer in the army of the United 
Slates, not actually eNgaged in prosecuting or aiding in car- 


against it, and 28 Whigs. And he called on Mr. 
Srewarr to retract his declaration. 

Mr. STEWART (leave being further granted) 
declined to retract, and explained the grounds on 
which he had made his statement. 


THE GOVERNMENT OFFICES. 


Mr. G. W. JONES asked leave to submit a me- 
tion that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of this bill, (under consideration yester- 
day.) 

The SPEAKER put the question on the motion 

Is not voting in the al 
firmative, it was not received. 

Mr. McKAY asked the general consent of the 
House to make a report from the Committee o 
Ways and Means. 


The SPEAKER said that the first business !" 


| order was reports from committees. 


Mr. TIBBATTS offered a resolution, providing 
that all debate on the above-mentioned bill should 
terminate in two hours after it shall again have been 
taken up in committee. 
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